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The Tercentenary of New Bern
by H. Dwight Page
The present year 2010 marks the tercentenary of the City of New
Bern, North Carolina, and yet this celebration signifies much more
than that, for, although Sir Walter Raleigh did establish a temporary
English colony on Roanoke Island in 1587 and although a number
of English plantations were established along Albemarle Sound and
Pamlico Sound during the second half of the seventeenth century, the
European urbanization of North Carolina did not begin in earnest until the foundation of New Bern by Baron Christoph deGraffenried in
1710, and for North Carolinians it is New Bern which represents the
first permanent major European colonial city and capital in the state,
and it is New Bern which epitomizes North Carolina's English and
European heritage.
The formal creation of the British colony of Carolina is represented
by the document called the Carolina Charter of 1663. This charter was
a reward to eight men who had contributed to the return and restoration
of King Charles II to the British throne in 1660 after the Cromwellian
Interregnum. In 1663, at their own request, these men were granted a
vast tract of American land of which they were "the true and absolute
Lords and Proprietors." It lay between latitudes 31 °North and 36°North
and stretched from the Atlantic Ocean to the "West in a direct line as
far as the South Seas." This was from the Albemarle Sound down to St.
Mary's River at the present Georgia-Florida boundary, and all the way
west to the Pacific Ocean .17
The Lords Proprietors soon discovered that their grant did not include the region on the Virginia frontier that was already settled, so they
went back to the King and requested more land. In 1665 their charter
was amended to extend their holdings one-half degree north to the present North Carolina-Virginia line and two degrees south to a point about
thirty miles north of present Cape Canaveral, Florida, which was well
17
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below the Spanish town of St. Augustine. England was thus warning
Spain of its intentions to occupy North America. 18
The Carolina Charter contained provisions for the enforcement of
extensive feudal powers by the Proprietors. They could establish counties and towns; construct forts and castles; levy taxes and collect duties;
appoint officials; exercise martial law; and grant pardons. 19 On the other
hand, colonists in Carolina had important rights as well, demonstrating
the new idea that the rights of private citizens might be protected by a
formal governmental document. Laws for the colony should be enacted
"with the advice, assistance and approbation of the Freemen" or by their
representatives in a central Assembly, thus extending England's system
of Parliamentary government into its North American Colonies. Although the Church of England was designated as the established Church
in Carolina, the Proprietors were to permit freedom of worship to those
who could not conform to the ritual and belief of that Church so long as
they did not interfere with it and paid their required state tithes toward
its support. Colonists, in brief, were to have the same civil rights and
obligations as if they had remained in England, and a century later they
reminded Charles's successor, George III, of this fact.
The eight Lords Proprietors included several prominent officials
of the British Empire, including William Craven, Earl of Craven, an
army officer and friend of the royal family, who served on England's
permanent Council of War and for whom Craven County, of which New
Bern is the seat, is named. Indeed Craven, along with Albemarle and
Clarendon , was one of the first three counties in Carolina to be created
by the Proprietors.
At first, the other Proprietors relied on their colleague Sir William Berkeley in Virginia to begin the process of the colonization of
Carolina. 20 William Drummond, a Lowland Scot living in Virginia, was
commissioned by the Proprietary Board to be "governor and commander in chief' of the new "Countie of Albemarle." With the appointment
of a governor of Albemarle, Sir William Berkeley was also instructed
to select six persons to serve as a Council. The governor and Council
would jointly elect both civil and military officers as necessary with
the exception of the Secretary General and Surveyor General, both of
18
19
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whom were to be named by the Proprietors themselves. Delegates to a
provincial Assembly were to be elected by the freeholders, and these
delegates, together with the governor and the Council, were to pass laws
and ordinances for the sound government of the colony. All laws were
to be sent home to the Proprietors within a year for their approval, but
in the meantime the Laws would remain in force. Clearly, much sound
and intelligent reasoning went into the construction of the legal and
governmental framework of the new Colony of Carolina.
Initially a unicameral body presided over by the governor or his
deputy, by 1697 the Assembly of Carolina had evolved into a bicameral
body, whose lower house elected its own speaker and other officers,
adopted its own rules of procedure and exercised many "parliamentary
privileges" similar to those of the British House of Commons, such as
the right to expel members, enforce their attendance, decide contested
elections, and initiate money measures. The lower house was authorized
to meet only on the call of the governor and at a place designat~d by
him, since at that time there was no fixed seat of government. In fact,
the Carolinian colonial legislature was convened biennially, or more often, because the governor depended on it for his salary. The lower house
was jealous of its "power of the purse," and largely through this weapon
increased its power and influence at the expense of the governor and his
Council.
Controversies between the lower house, led by the Speaker, who
was the highest elected official in the government, and the "prerogative" party, usually led by the Royal Governor, who represented the
Proprietors and after 1729 the King, dominated the history of colonial
North Carolina right up to the beginning of the American Revolution.
The province, in fact, earned the reputation of being perhaps the most
rebellious and unruly of England's American Colonies.
Most of the Carolinian land from the Virginia border to the shores
of Albemarle Sound had been occupied by 1710; people also had s~ttled
along the Roanoke, Pamlico and Neuse Rivers, sometimes in places
extending thirty miles from the river. In 1715 the whole of Carolina
(excluding that part which later became South Carolina) contained approximately 11,000 people of European descent.
Such was the political, social and economic situation in the province of Carolina when the largest and most significant European settlement in the Neuse-Trent area was made in 1710 by a colony of Palatines
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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from· southwestern Germany, 106 Swiss, and a few English at a place,
later called New Bern, selected and laid out by John Lawson, the official
Surv·e yor General to the Lords Proprietors of Carolina. The little town
occupied the site of a former Tuscarora village, Chattoka; the treaty of
sale of the land by the Tuscarora was made under the oldest water elm
tree in America, at the confluence of the Neuse and the Trent where they
enter Pamlico Sound, a tree which still stands today.
The first boatload of Palatine and Swiss colonists from London
had already arrived in New Bern in the spring of 1710 when the Baron
de Graffenried arrived with a hundred and six additional Swiss colonists from Bern on September 30th of that year, only to find his settlers
in disarray. Much dismayed by this unacceptable situation, the Baron
immediately set out to rectify this problem and reorganized the colony
with characteristic Swiss efficiency and thoroughness. New Bern at this
early time became well known throughout the entire Thirteen Colonies
as a well organized, spotlessly clean and rapidly advancing town, and
colonists from the other colonies began to seek to buy property there. It
was observed that the Swiss and German people in the New Bern area
made more progress in the first eighteen months of their existence than
the English colonists elsewhere did in several years.
Unfortunately, this impressive progress was interrupted by a most
disruptive situation: a terrible Indian uprising. For years insulted and
abused by the English traders and plantation owners in Carolina, some
of whom engaged in the kidnapping and enslavement of their children,
several of the lower towns of the Tuscarora in the Pamlico and Neuse
area of present day North Carolina quietly resolved in their councils to
exterminate all European coloQ.ists in the region.
Coincidentally, the Baron de Graffenried and his colleague John
Lawson were captured by the Tuscarora at the time of these war councils, in early September, 1711, during an expedition up the Neuse. John
Lawson, regarded as the principal cause of the Tuscarora's problems
because he had induced so many European settlers to emigrate to their
homeland, was executed. However, the Tuscarora perceived the Baron
de Graffenried as a man of much distinction, strength of character and
honorable intentions, and their council therefore decided to spare his
life. Indeed so impressed were the Tuscarora by de Graffenried that
they promised that during the impending attacks they would attack neither his town of New Bern nor the homes of any of his settlers marked
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol46/iss2/5
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with the letter "N ." Unfortunately, de Graffenried remained in captivity
among the Tuscarora until late October, 1711 so he was unable to alert
his colonists in time. Therefore many of the outlying unmarked cabins
and farms of the Swiss and Germans along the Neuse and the Trent Rivers were destroyed during the first days of the war; the Tuscarora did
keep their word, however, and spared the town of New Bern itself.
About three days after Lawson's death, around five hundred Tuscarora braves gathered at Catechna, near the present day town of Grifton,
North Carolina. From this village they fanned out to attack all European
settlements on the Pamlico, Neuse and Trent Rivers, and in the Con
Sound region. On the eve of the attacks their little bands filtered intc
the settlements in which they were well known and where their pres
ence would not in any way arouse suspicion. Some of the Indians actually spent the night with their European hosts, awaiting the fatal hour
with what Christopher Gale, the colony's Receiver General, described
as "smiles in their countenances, when their intent was to destroy."
Daybreak on Saturday, September 22, 1711 was the signal for the
/
attack. Participating in the initial assault were more than eighteen hundred Indian braves, representing the tribes of the Meherrins, Nottoways,
Chowanokes, Pasquotanks, Poteskeets, Connamox, Yeopins, Pamlicos,
Cotechneys, Neusiocs, Maramuskeets, Machapungas, Hatteras, Cores!
Woccons, Croatan, Saponas, Sippahaws and the Bear River Indians. 21
Simultaneously, the painted and befeathered warriors struck along the
Neuse and Pamlico River systems, making their way down the north
bank of the Pamlico toward Bath and down the south side of the Neuse
toward New Bern. These bands of Indians arrived at New Bern at nightfall, and immediately a quarter of the town's population was mercilessly
killed. 22
Historians often wonder how so many of the colonists of New
Bern escaped the wrath of the Indians, when the latter were so intent
upon the farmer's complete destruction. Nature and geography provide
the answer. First, the Indians attacked New Bern as night was falling,
so the growing obscurity concealed the colonists' escape. As the settlers
around and inside de Graffenried's fort at the confluence of the Trent
21

Walter Clark, "The Indian Massacre and the Tuscarora War," in: Addresses by

Walter Clark, Vol. 1. (Richmond: James E. Goode, 1897), 4.
22
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and the Neuse heard the screams of the settlers in the distance and saw
their neighbors' burning cabins on the farms to the north and west of the
town, they naturally immediately fled to the south and the east toward
the Trent River. In 1711 the banks of the Trent were much higher than today, having been much eroded o'y the Great Hurricane of September 7-8,
1769. Therefore, despite the lurid glow from the fires of the many burning buildings, the Swiss and German settlers who had survived the initial
assault were able to slide down the high embankment of the Trent and
conceal themselves from the Indians' arrows. Also, there is a small heavily forested peninsula jutting into the mouth of the Trent where it empties into the Neuse, directly across from the location of de Graffenried's
former fort. Here the distance across the Trent is only about a hundred
yards. Under the cover of night, many terrified colonists swam, probably
underwater like fish, to this peninsula and hid out until the Indians had
departed or until they could make it to the south side of the Trent, where
there were better fortifications and where the Indians did not follow.
The whole region was described as totally wasted and ruined, a
scene of desolation, blood and ashes. Probably the largest refugee center was the town of Bath, where there were reported to be over three
hundred widows and orphans in pitiful condition. Only the Albemarle
region was spared because the Tuscarora leader there, Tom Blunt, had
remained neutral. As a token of their appreciation for his abstention
from the fighting, white colonists reserved a large tract of land for his
personal use.
In the Pamlico and Neuse areas the European plantations were
generally abandoned for a few more easily defended points. It appears
'. hat Bath was not overrun at the time of the massacre so it is unlikely
that many were killed within the limits of that town. A fort, located on
high ground in the center of the Bath peninsula, appears to have been
hastily built to shelter its citizens and refugees. At New Bern many of
the survivors who had swum the Trent the night of the massacre, sought
refuge in the garrison of the farmer William Brice on the south bank
of the Trent River. By the end of October, 1711, a total of eleven garrisoned forts had been thrown up in the Bath County and New Bern
regions. 23
23
_
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When de Graffenried was released by the Tuscarora and returned
to New Bern in late October, 1711, he found that most farms and
houses in and around the town had been destroyed and that the town
itself was virtually deserted. However, a number of Swiss and German survivors of the New Bern massacre had established themselves
on the outlying fortified plantations, and with de Graffenried's r~turn
in late October, some of these, much encouraged by the miracle of
his safe return, decided to return to his fort at New Bern and seek his
protection. The Baron de Graffenried therefore decided to remain in
beleaguered New Bern for twenty-two additional weeks, until March,
1712, in order to assist these distressed victims of the Indian War.
CONTINUITY OF THE
SWISS AND PALATINE COLONY
AFTER THE TUSCARORA INDIAN WAR
Under such circumstances it is surprising that any of the Swiss
and Palatine survivors of the war would have remained in North Carolina at all. And yet there was a great deal of continuity in their lives.
In the wake of the massacre, rescue teams from New Bern were sent
to comb the region for survivors. One of the teams reached the ;palatine boy George Koonce and his friends. The men took the orphans
back to New Bern where families took them to raise until their eighteenth birthday. All were taught to read and to write and were trained
in the foster family's trade. Thus did the various Swiss and German
trades survive after the war and continue to flourish in rural North
Carolina.
George Koonce and George Kornegay, for example, were placed
under guardianship of the Palatine Captain Jacob Miller, who served
as one of the earliest magistrates and presiding justices of the Craven
County Court. 24 These orphans grew up on Captain Miller's plantation
at Green Spring on the south side of the Neuse. His plantation was
frequently used as a meeting place of court sessions and served as the
primary judicial center of authority in the New Bern area during the
chaotic years following the 1711 massacre. In addition, as a captain in
24
Bonnie Edwards, "Indians Massacre Neuse and Trent River Settlers ," The
Olde Kinston Gazette (March 1998): 3.
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the Craven Militia, he also performed the important duty of protecting
the colonists from future attacks by the Indians.
When George came of age, he married a member of the Miller
household and settled on a plantation on the east side of great Chinquapin Creek on the north side of the Trent River in what is now western
Jones County. 25 There he lived until his death on January 28, 1778 at
the age of 73. By the time Jones County was formed in 1779, his seven
sons had all settled on plantations of their own along Great Chinquapin
Creek and had acquired land extending north to Beaver Creek and its
tributaries westward to Joshua's Creek near the Dobbs (later Lenoir)
County line and south to Little Chinquapin Creek and Tuckahoe Creek.
These geographical facts provide the researcher and the genealogist
with valuable information concerning the extent and boundaries of the
territory settled by the descendants of the original Swiss and Palatine
settlers.
-Left an orphan in a strange land at the early age of seven, George
Koonce was fortunate in being reared in the household of Captain Jacob
Miller, a man of respected principles, piety and education. From the
time of his arrival in the colony in 1710, Captain Miller took an active
role in the affairs and problems of his fellow colonists. He was one of
twelve assistants chosen by Baron de Graffenried to govern the settlement at New Bern, and after de Graffenried's departure for Switzerland
in 1713 , he was an acknowledged spokesman for the interests of the
Swiss and Palatines.
How long George Koonce remained in Captain Miller's household
at Green Spring is unknown. In 1720, while still a minor, he was a tithable in the household of Jacob Sheets, Esq., another prominent Palatine,
who later married Captain Miller's daughter, Sevilla, widow of John
Martin Franck, a young Lutheran schoolmaster who accompanied the
de Gtaffenried colony to New Bern in 1710 and served as a vestryman
and magistrate in Craven Precinct and later as a member of the Colonial
Assembly.
Like Captain Miller, Jacob Sheets was a justice of the Craven
Court and a leading spokesman for the interests of the Swiss and Palatines. It was presumably at his plantation on the Trent River that George
Koonce lived until he came of age in 1725. About this time he married,
25

Ibid. 4.
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and by 1730 he had settled on the aforementioned plantation on the east
side of Great Chinquapin Creek, on the north side of the Trent River,
in what is now Jones County. This land, consisting of 250 acres , was
foeded to him by John Martin Franck, to whom it had been granted as
part of a 1,021 acre patent by the Lords Proprietors in 1711. In a document of 1751, George Koonce claimed that he had "paid His Majesty's
rents on this property for these twenty years past." The locality in which
George Koonce settled, embracing the area north and south of the Trent
River which in 1779 became part of Jones County, was by 1740 a focal
point of settlement by many of the original Swiss and Palatine colonists
at New Bern and their descendants.
The earliest and largest grantee of land in this area was precisely
John Martin Franck, son-in-law of the aforementioned Captain Jacob
Miller, the very same man who deeded the plantation on Chinqµapin
Creek to George Koonce. By a series of grants between 1711 and 1725 ,
he accumulated an estate of over 20,000 acres, a portion of which, lying
south of the Trent River between Cypress Creek and Tuckahoe Creek,
was known as "New Germany." Although the estate has long since vanished, being sold over time to a large number of other Swiss, German
and Anglo-American citizens of Jones County, many descendants of
John Martin Franck still live in Jones and neighboring Onslow Counties. Other Swiss and Palatine names appearing in the records after
1740- names long familiar in Jones County and linked by generations
of intermarriage and correspondence-are those of Simmons, Granade ,
Kincey/Kinsey, Isler, Kornegay, Shelfer, Rhem, Miller, Bender and
Koonce. These names appear on a list of persons who petitioned the
Crown for permission to build a church to be known as the "Palatine
Church" or "High German Chapel." This document , dated August 2,
1740, directs that the church is to be constructed on the south side of
the Trent River in Craven, presumably in the vicinity of what was later
known as Chinquapin Chapel in Jones County.
From the above it is clear that the original Swiss and Palatine settlers of North Carolina owned large tracts of land in Craven and Jones
Counties and through a complex system of intermarriage and business
transactions formed a homogenous, prosperous, and socially influential
social unit. True, some of them had been displaced from their original
homes within the town of New Bern at the time of the Tuscarora Indian
massacre of 1711, and the majority had clearly taken up new residences
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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in a line of plantations along the north and south banks of the Trent
stretching beyond present day Pollocksville and Trenton. Still, their
wealth increased yearly as their plantations produced an ever greater
abundance of crops and as more and more barges and ships docked to
trade at their plantation wharves along the Trent and the Neuse. The
Tuscarora Indian War clearly transformed all the Swiss and Palatine
colonists of the early eighteenth century into planters; if they had not
been farmers before the war, the new circumstances after the war definitely compelled them to learn the art of farming. The town of New
Bern was no more in 1713, and therefore the Swiss and Palatine community at that time was forced to redefine itself upon an agrarian base.
One positive benefit of this unexpected change in their society was that
all these settlers learned to cooperate in a much more effective manner. The experienced farmers, who had already farmed for years in Europe, taught the artisan refugees from New Bern the art of horticulture,
and the artisans responded by teaching their neighbors a great variety
of crafts in their plantation workshops. The entire Swiss and Palatine
community in eighteenth century Tidewater North Carolina greatly benefited from this more intensive level of professional communication and
assistance.
The social stability and prosperity of this original Swiss and Palatine colony was further assured by contemporary historical events. First,
the victory of the European an,9 colonial forces over the Tuscarora, led
by Colonel James Moore at the Battle of Neoheroka on March 23rd,
1713, ended forever the Indian threat to colonists in eastern North Carolina; after this battle many of the thoroughly demoralized Tuscarora
moved north to join the five Iroquoian nations in New York. Total peace
and security were restored in eastern North Carolina, and thereafter the
European colonization of the province knew no bounds: by the time ol
the Revolution in 1776 the population of North Carolina had arisen tc
300,000 and the homes and the farms of the emigrants of many European and African nations stretched westward as far as the Appalachians.
Under such unusually stable social conditions, which were uninterrupted until the British invasion of 1776, the Swiss, German and other
European colonists of North Carolina were able to devote their full attention to the ever more efficient cultivation of their crops and the ever
better construction and management of their workshops, homes, farms
and plantations.
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol46/iss2/5
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Secondly, the provincial government was unusually stable at this
time. Upon the death of Governor Hyde on September 8, 1712 at the
height of the Tuscarora War, Thomas Pollock, another colleague of the
Baron DeGraffenried, became governor and governed the colony with
efficiency until the arrival from England of Governor Charles Eden in
1714. Governor Eden remained in office until 1722. It was at this time
(1720) that New Bern was resurveyed and rebuilt, more trading vessels
began to call at the port of New Bern, and in general during the Eden
administration social and economic conditions began to noticeably improve. The Swiss and German planters on the Neuse and the Trent benefitted profitably and fully from this newfound prosperity.
The Swiss and German colonists of New Bern did experience a minor setback in 1747. Although they had claimed title to their lands for
more than thirty years, actual ownership had passed from the Baron de
Graffenried to the baron's chief creditor, Thomas Pollock , in the wake of
the Baron's bankruptcy and subsequent return to Europe in 1713. After
Thomas Pollock's death in 1722, the nine-hundred acre site of New Bern,
an additional nine hundred acres north of the town, and more than ten
thousand acres along the Neuse eventually came into the hands of Thomas 's son, Cullen Pollock. When the Palatines and Swiss sought to validate
their property claims before the Council ,i 1714, they were offered the alternative of purchases of new land. Most, if not all, however, continued to
press for their original claims, which was certainly understandable, since
in their original contract with de Graffenried, the Ritter Company in Bern,
and the Lords Proprietors, each colonist had been promised a tract of 250
acres of land along either the Neuse or the Trent, "with good assurance in
law." In 1732, and again in 1742, the Swiss and Palatines petitioned the
Council to fulfill the terms of the de Graffenried contract. 26
Worried about the pressure from the Palatines, but even more concerned about the failure to collect any quitrents or arrearages from the
settlers, on January 5, 1747 Cullen Bryant ordered his Swiss and Palatine tenants to depart or to sign leases entailing extravagant rents. Inasmuch as the threatened dispossession occurred during the dead of winter, the colonists were compelled to accept the outrageous terms of Pollock. The Palatines complained to the Board of Trade in England, which
26

Proceedings of the Council, November 6, 1714; November 2, 1732; May 6 ,
1742, Saunders , Colonial Records. II, 147; III , 426; IV, 618.
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ordered Governor Gabriel Johnston to investigate their claim. Johnston
evidenced sympathy for the Germans and the Swiss, but the Board refused to negate Cullen Pollock's claim. Instead, it offered equivalent
grants of land, free of quitrents for 10 years, elsewhere in Craven, Jones
and Onslow Counties. The Swiss and Palatines living on Cullen Pollock's property availed themselves of the British government's offer
and moved elsewhere. 27
However, the Swiss and German colonists' move to other locations
in Craven, Jones and Onslow Counties resulted in only a partial dispersion
of their communities; they did create distinct Swiss and German communities in new locations. After the Indian massacre of September 22, 1711
many of the surviving three hundred Swiss and German settlers then living
in New Bern and its environs had fled across the Trent River to the neighborhood of William Brice's garrison on the south side of the Trent. When
the actual danger had passed, these terrified refugees, in their traumatized
state, had naturally preferred to remain on the south side of the Trent in an
area which they perceived to be more secure in times of emergency. This
land lying to the south of the Trent and lying westward on the Trent toward
and beyond Pollocksville did not fall under the jurisdiction of Cullen Pollock, whose deed included only property within New Bern itself and land
to the north of the town along the Neuse. In addition, a large number of the
original 1710-1711 Swiss and German property grants from the Lords Proprietors had actually been located on both sides of the Trent far from New
Bern toward and beyond Pollocksville and Trenton, with the result that
a large number of these Swiss and German families were already living
along the Trent at the time of Cullen Pollock's eviction notice in January,
1747, in areas outside the jurisdiction of his deed.
The refugees of the Tuscarora Indian War had moved in with their
neighbors on these plantations along the south side of the Trent, many
had learned their trade on these Trent River plantations, and some had
purchased plantations of their own in this region lying to the south of
New Bern. Therefore, they were not legally affected by Cullen Pollock's eviction notice in 1747, and many never moved off their original
property. For example, George Koonce remained on his Trent plantation
from 1730 until the time of his death in 1778, and all seven of his sons
27
Proceedings of the Council, September 28, 17 49, Saunders, Colonial Records .
IV, 954-956.
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inherited his property. In addition, neither the vast estate of the Palatine
Franck family nor the estate of the Swiss Simmons family, both on the
Trent twenty miles southwest of New Bern, were affected by this legal
\Vent. Therefore, despite Cullen Pollock's notice of eviction, in a large
rea south of the Trent River, the area called "New Germany," a large
egment of the Swiss and Palatine community did in fact remain undisurbed and intact. Some of the descendants of the original Swiss and
German settlers still remain on these plantations even today. This region
of Craven and Jones County bordering the Trent River has thus always
been a center of Swiss and German culture and influence.
In addition, a vast number of eighteenth, nineteenth and twentieth
century court records and documents verify the permanent presence of
these early Swiss and German colonists and their descendants in the Craven and Jones County regions of North Carolina. In these records, the
original Swiss and German names were Anglicized: Schutz to Sheets,
Mohn to Moore, Miiller to Miller, Simon to Simmons, Riessenhober to
Reasonover and Eibach to Ipock. For example, the Minutes of the North
Carolina Governor's Council for the year 1748 indicate many petitions
by many of these Swiss and German colonists for additional land in
Craven County; among said petitioners were Edward Franck, Frederick
Isler, William Isler, George Miller and Jacob Reasonover.
The United States census records for 1790, 1800, 1820, 1830, 1840
and 1850 all indicate the continued presence of several members of the
Palatine Rhem family in Craven County, and numerous eighteenth and
nineteenth Craven County deeds indicate land and business transactions
between Jacob Rhem, a planter of Craven County, and other planters
and businessmen in the region.
In 1769 four Ipocks, the descendants of the Palatine Johann Valentin Eibach, are listed among the taxables in Craven County: Peter, Jacob,
Christian and Jacob, Jr. When Jones County was established in 1779 as
a new county carved from western Craven County, Jacob Ipock, Sr.,
and Felton Ipock were among the list of new county petitioners. Craven
County marriage records indicate the names of three !pocks who married in the 1700's: 1) Samuel Ipock to Ann Hickmond on October 18,
1789; 2) John Ipock to Nancy Pearce, February 20, 1787; and 3) Arthur
Ipock to Seney Ipock, December 2, 1793. Many !pocks moved north of
New Bern toward Bellair, and even today their names are frequently to
be seen in several congregations and several cemeteries between New
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Bern and that plantation. Indeed, in Craven County Ipock is one of the
most common last names around.
Furthermore, many of the early Swiss and German colonists of
North Carolina and their descendants have achieved positions of eminence and influence in local, state and national life. Major John DeRosset, whose family immigrated to North Carolina from Switzerland in
the 1730s and settled in Wilmington, served as an army officer during
the French and Indian War, being sent by Governor Dobbs of North
Carolina to Virginia in 1754 in order to drive back the French and the
Indians. George Kornegay, the aforementioned orphan of the Tuscarora
War, likewise served in the same conflict, serving with valor as a member of the Duplin Foot Militia in 1754 and 1755.
The Koonce family has always been one of the most influential
nd respected families of Jones County. The patriarch of the family, the
,ighteenth century planter George Koonce who lived on his plantation
m the Trent, is the progenitor of thousands of Koonce family members
currently residing throughout eastern North Carolina. George's son Michael was a military man who served with distinction for more than two
decades in the then Craven County Militia, obtaining the title of Captain
Koonce. At the time of his death he had obtained a sizable fortune in
land and slaves, possessing some 4,000 acres. During his lifetime, he
owned the plantations adjoining his own property along Great Chinquipin and Beaver Creek, including those of his brothers, John, George,
Jacob and Christian Koonce, and those of the closely related families
of Rhem, Franck, Isler, Hargett, Becton, Bryan, Lane, Bush, Brock,
Speight, Reynolds and Harrison. Besides being a substantial planter
and landowner, Michael Koonce was active in the public affairs of Craven and Jones Counties. As a young man he served as constable and as
an assessor of property in Craven County and when Jones County was
formed from craven in 1779, he became the first Justice of the Court of
Pleas and Quarter Sessions. His son, Amos Simmons Koonce I, owned
a 300-acre farm on the north side of the Trent River just east of Free
Bridge. Both he and his oldest son, Taylor, served the Confederate cause
in the Home Guard.
George Kornegay was also one of the most important planters of
North Carolina before the Revolution. Between 1736 and 1756, he acquired several thousands of acres in Craven, Dobbs (present day Wayne
and Lenoir Counties) , Duplin and Jones Counties. By the time of his
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol46/iss2/5
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death at age 73, he was the owner of a large and prosperous tobacco
plantation in Duplin County.
The Swiss American Isler family £6r centuries has played a significant role in the life of North Carolina as well. William S. Isler, like George
Kornegay, was one of the largest eighteenth century planters in Jones County: he owned 4,000 acres. His son, Simmons Isler, lived and died in Jones
County, where he was a large landowner and slaveholder and was held in
the highest esteem throughout the region. He commanded a militia regiment during the "Nat" Turner insurrection of 1831. Simmons Isler was related to President William Henry Harrison, and on one occasion entertained
the Harrison party at his plantation. His first son, Steven W. Isler, attended
Harvard Law School and became a prominent lawyer of Goldsboro, North
Carolina; he also served as a member of the Sixteenth North Carolina cavalry in Deering's brigade during the Civil War. His second son, Simmons
H. Isler, became a prominent Presbyterian clergyman of Goldsboro.
The North Carolina Miller family, descendants of the Bernese judge
and colleague of de Graffenried, Jacob Miller, deserve special recognition. Phillip Miller I (d. 1766), a planter residing on the north side of the
Trent River in Lenoir County, appears in the Militia Returns of 1745-17 55,
in "The List of the Gentlemen Solgers." 28 His grandson Phillip Miller III
(August 31, 1756-December 26, 1824) served with gallantry durin'g the
Revolutionary War. The latter inherited his father's and grandfather's estate
on the Trent and was known as a strict disciplinarian who occasionally
preached, following John Wesley's teaching of Christian doctrine.29
28

State Records of North Carolina, Vol. XXII, 318.
E. A. Harrington, "The Palatines and their Descendants," Carolina and the
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,Another renowned member of the Miller family was Imla Nunn
Miller (b. March 10, 1801-d. 1857), the enlightened slave owner of
two hundred slaves. He was the first of his line to own slaves. Prior to
him , the Millers thought that slaveholding was a sin. All of his slaves
received a piece of ground and time to tend it. They spent their money as they pleased. They were encouraged to visit and to send gifts to
friends and relations on nearby plantations. He exacted perfect obedience and was considered a severe master. He was devoted to education
and made liberal contributions to the foundation of Randolph-Macon
and Greensboro Female Colleges. 30 His daughter, Nancy Miller (b. Aug
15, 1832-d. October 3, 1902) was renowned for her generosity, philanthropy and Christian goodness of heart. She ran her farm in Woodington
township until two years before her death. She taught the Negro children on her farm to read and to write. His two sons John Parker Miller
(b. March 30, 1834-d. 1867) and Francis Xavier Miller (b. July 12,
1836) both served with gallantry in the Confederate Army.
Yet another German American family of note is the family Rhem.
John Rhem , who lived in Craven from 1784 until 1850, served as a captain in the Craven County Militia. Joseph L. Rhem, whose plantation
was located just beyond New iern, became involved in North Carolina
politics during the latter half of the nineteenth century. In 1877 he began to experiment with different varieties of tobacco leaf, leading to the
establishment in 1898 of New Bern as an organized tobacco market. 31
He was nicknamed Craven's "farmer par excellence." Finally in 1898,
Joseph Kinsey, a descendant of the original Bernese colonist Christen
Klintzli, was elected Sheriff of Craven County.
Two of the most illustrious descendants of the Swiss colonists who
followed de Graffenried to New Bern are Confederate Brigadier General Felix Zollicoffer, and former United States Senator Furnifold M.
Simmons. General Zollicoffer defended Tennessee during the northern
invasion of 1862 and thereby achieved much fame, while Furnifold M.
Simmons played an extremely active role in North Carolina politics.
Senator Simmons was a native of Jones County and a graduate of
Trinity College. Early in his career he had moved to New Bern in order to seek a more lucrative law practice. He became an acknowledged
30
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leader of the Craven County Democratic Party. He was elected United
States Senator in the campaign of 1900 and served with distinction in
the Senate from 1901 until 1931.32 During the Wilson administration
Senator Simmons chaired the Senate Finance Committee and co-authored the War Revenue Act to finance United States involvement in
World War I. He was well known for his advocacy of Wilsonian Liberalism.
INFLUENCES OF DE GRAFFENRIED'S
NEW BERN COLONY
Not only can we trace to the present day the direct descendants of
the Swiss and Palatines who colonized New Bern in 1710; we can also
clearly delineate the influences of that distant colony upon the modem
Carolinas. All students in North Carolina are required to take a seventh
grade course in North Carolina history. During that course there is a
special illustrated lecture dealing with the Baron de Graffenried and his
colony as well as a survey of the history of the city of New Bern.
This lecture constitutes one of the most influential moments in the
life of the North Carolinian. The author recalls with great clarity this
lecture in Mrs. Jewel Garden's seventh grade history class at Covington
Street School in Laurinburg, North Carolina in early October of 1965. As
the bright autumn sunlight streamed into the classroom, Mrs. Garden explained to us that she was going to give us a lecture on the Swiss and German colony established by Baron Christ,9ph de Graffenried in 1710. She
immediately captured our interest. Suddenly she dimmed the lights and
turned on the slide projector, and slide after slide illuminated the screen,
revealing to us a great variety of Swiss and German artisans practicing
their respective crafts. We saw images of carpenters, joiners, coopers,
potters, tanners, blacksmiths, shoemakers, tailors, seamstresses, weavers,
all busily working on various projects against a background of construction workers building homes and palisades for the New Bern settlement.
One slide showed us a street plan of the original city with present day
Pollock St. extending far back into the forest of the Coastal Plain.
As we all sat in rapt attention, Mrs. Garden regaled us with additional slides representing New Bern after the urban improvements made
32
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by Governor Tryon. We marveled at the splendor of Tryon Palace and
the beauty of its rooms and magnificent Royal Council Chamber. We
admired slide after slide illustrating the Stanly House, the Dixon House,
the Parker Tinsdale House and many other famous houses of New Bern.
In sum, we were awed. Our hearts filled with pride that such a beautiful
and impressive city had been built in our native state of North Carolina.
This seventh grade lecture on New Bern is a life changing experience for the people of North Carolina. It inspires us to emulate the
high standards of professionalism indicated by the Swiss and German
artisans in the classroom illustrations. After the lecture North Carolinian students noticeably take their studies more seriously, do their homework more assiduously, read a great number of books, and plan trips to
Europe, and when they enter apprenticeships or their respective professions, they always remember vividly the diligence and high level of
professional competence of the Swiss and German artisans whom the
saw in the slides during the seventh grade lecture on New Bern. For ex
ample, the students who with the author viewed this slide presentation
at Covington Street School in Laurinburg, North Carolina in 1965, all
now play significant roles in state and national life, serving their communities as physicians, nurses, teachers, professors, lawyers, judges,
physicists, engineers and television producers.
In general, the Baron de Graffenried's experiment at New Bern
has had immense influence over the history and cultural development of
the United States. Specifically, it has profoundly influenced three areas
of life in North Carolina and the nation: society, religion, and architecture and the decorative arts.

SOCIETY
When the Baron de Graffenried returned to Europe in 1713, his
town of New Bern was virtually abandoned, the majority of the Swiss
and German colonists having relocated to plantations along the Neuse
and Trent Rivers. However, the concepts of careful town planning and
professional diversification which de Graffenried's New Bern represented were not forgotten, and the original plans and notes for the
organization of de Graffenried's city would be used throughout North
Carolina and the nation for the purpose of municipal administration
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol46/iss2/5
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and planning for centuries to come. The eighteenth century Swiss an\
German plantations on the Neuse and Trent would likewise influence
the development of plantations across the South. Thus, the Baron de
Graffenried's project at New Bern and in its environs provided the basis
for the establishment of the two principal domains of the society of the
antebellum South: the merchant city and the agrarian plantation.
After a decade of neglect, Thomas Pollock revived the New Bern
settlement in 1720. Pollock instructed his agent, William Hancock, to
sell half-acre lots in the town. Since he had lost Lawson's plot of the
town, by which most of the original river lots had been laid out, Pollock
ordered that new lots be surveyed. In all cases, he respected the original
street grid of the city envisioned by Lawson and de Graffenried. He also
reserved an acre for a courthouse and church and created a one hundred
acre common following the erection of twenty houses.
New Bern's fortunes improved thereafter, and in 1765, during the
administration of Governor Tryon, the city became the capital of the
British province of North Carolina. In order to create a high level of
social organization, orderliness and convenience, Governor Tryon had
the city plotted by the Swiss Surveyor C. J. Sauthier in 1769, and thereafter New Bern assumed an appearance of great municipal symmetry,
harmony and sophistication.
Committed to the urban improvement of the entire province, Governor Tryon authorized Monsieur Sauthier to plot ten additional towns
across North Carolina. At this time the various county courts also appointed overseers of the streets, which also gave the government more
control over the construction and maintenance of the streets and generated optimal urban traffic. 33 Thus the historian perceives that the present harmonious and well designed layouts of the major cities of North
Carolina can be traced back to the tradition of careful and precise town
planning of the Baron de Graffenried and other administrators at New
Bern.
As peace returned to the colony after the Tuscarora War, economic
activity heightened in Craven, generating an ever more prosperous and
sophisticated society. In the 1730s, New Bern began to exhibit its potential as a port of consequence. Beaufort enjoyed superior access to
the sea by way of Old Topsail Inlet, but New Bern had the advantage
33
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of vastly superior connections to the interior. A brisk trade developed at
the juncture of the Neuse and the Trent, as New Bern's value as a transshipment point offset the drawback of the Ocracoke Swash, where ships
had to cross a bar of only eight to nine feet of water to engage in the
Atlantic trade.
The forest industries in Craven and Jones counties greatly increased at this time. In addition to naval stores, other forest products
emanating from Craven were sawn lumber, shingles and heading. 34 In
addition, a French traveler in 1765 saw flats coming down the rivers
laden with tar, pitch, shingles and corn. 35
All this economic activity and river trade benefited the English,
Swiss and German plantations as well. John Lawson had laid out the
original plantation tracts in Craven County along the Neuse and Trent
Rivers, so they all possessed wharves with direct access to the sea,
a great advantage for commerce. The plantations on the wide lower
Neuse could accept rather large ships, while the plantations on the more
narrow Trent, at the depth of ten feet a shallow river navigable well
past Pollocksville, could accept smaller vessels and barges but were unable to accommodate the tall ships of the British Empire. Nonetheless,
these plantations' trade with New England and Europe did increase,
and Craven and Jones urban and plantation society grew wealthier and
wealthier. Thus, on the eve of the American Revolution, New Bern was
a vibrant city with a highly developed mercantile coterie.
Unfortunately, this wealth and prosperity vanished with the advent
of the American Revolution. Political and social conditions in North
Carolina became chaotic during this bellicose period; about a third of
the white people in the state remained loyal to Great Britain and frequently warred with their patriot neighbors. 36 Both a Civil War and a
Revolution obtained.
Between the end of the Revolution and the firm establishment of
the new United States and its Constitution in 1789, North Carolina and
the other American states found themselves in a precarious position.
There were around 350,000 people in North Carolina at this time, but
they were without economic, racial, social or political unity. Planters of
34
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English, Swiss and German descent controlled the eastern counties of
the Coastal Plain while small independent farmers, largely Scots-Irish
and Germans, occupied the backcountry. Despite the passage of an "Act
of Pardon and Oblivion" following the cessation of hostilities, thousands of cultured, intelligent and useful Loyalist citizens left the state.
Paper became virtually worthless. Commerce all but stopped. Hundreds
of families were reduced from ease arid comfort to poverty and misery .37
Intellectual, moral and social institutions also fell into ruins. With
the separation of the colony from England, the Church of England
collapsed, and since that Church had been the mainstay of the public school system, most of the schools and academies closed as well.
Outlaws roamed the state unchecked by the authorities. A situation of
general and deplorable anarchy prevailed.
Despite the social turmoil, the people of North Carolina confidently repaired the wastes of war. They readjusted their intellectual, social
and economic life and laid the foundation on which the future greatness of the state was built. At New Bern in 1783 Robert Keith opened a
print shop and in August began to publish a new newspaper, The North
Carolina Gazette. By the end of the eighteenth century, papers also
served Wilmington, Halifax, Salisbury, Fayetteville, Edenton, Hillsborough, and the new capital city, Raleigh. These well written newspapers
stimulated reading, intellectual conversation and fruitful political discussion. They also created a group of pamphlet writers who produced
a large body of socially useful and intellectually engaging material. In
1785 the General Assembly passed a copyright act "to encourage genius, to promote useful discoveries and to the general extension of arts
and commerce." 38 From the standpoint of intellectual history, it can be
rightly affirmed that North Carolina evolved from the era of the Baron
de Graffenried's Sunday sermons and Bible studies in early eighteenth
century New Bern, through the above mentioned period of prolific postRevolutionary pamphlet writing and political discussion, to the modem
era of college and university colloquia, symposia and lecture series,
with ample classroom discussion of intellectually challenging topics in
literature, theology, ethics, political science and philosophy.
37
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Part of the confusion and inefficiency in government in the wake of
the Revolution resulted from the continued reluctance of the legislature
to designate a fixed seat of government for the new state. New Bern, the
-:;olonial capital, was no longer centrally located and was open to invasion
JY sea by the numerous European powers who contemplated the conquest
Jf the weak new American nation. At almost every session from 1777
until 1790 the Assembly tried without success to make a choice. Finally,
on April 2, 1792, it purchased a thousand acres of the Joel Lane plantation
in centrally located Wake County.
North Carolina's interest in and respect for its history and tradition
may be demonstrated by the fact that the new capital was named "Raleigh," in honor of Sir Walter Raleigh who had organized the first English "Lost Colony" on Roanoke Island in 1587. Further tradition was
followed by William Christmas, the surveyor who laid out the town. His
plans followed precisely those dra~n up in 1758 for George City as a colo/
nial capital during Governor Arthur Dobbs 's
administration. Union
Square in the center
was reserved for the
new statehouse, and
four main streets led off
tn the four directions.
\ four-acre square was
eserved in each of the
·our quarters of the
1ew city- an excellent
North Carolina State Capitol, Raleigh, circa
example of city plan1840. Courtesy: North Carolina Division of Archives
ning clearly inspired by
and History.
Sauthier's symmetrical
plans for ten major North Carolina cities and by de Graffenried's grid
style of street and city planning at New Bern. Like the cities of the Roman Empire, the cities of North Carolina have always been geometrically designed by knowledgeable architects, surveyors and mathematicians_since the early days when John Lawson and the Baron de Graffenried charted the first streets and the property lines of New Bern.
By the opening decades of the nineteenth century the economic life of North Carolina had fully recovered from the setbacks of the
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol46/iss2/5
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Revolution. The Swiss and German American planters of the Coastal Plain abundantly participated in and accelerated this recovery. The
Koonce, Kornegay, Rhem, Franck, Isler, Simmons, and Miller families
large landowners in Craven, Jones and Duplin Counties, in particulai
benefited from this early nineteenth century economic boom.
The three principal sources of wealth in eastern North Carolina at
this time were lumber, cotton and tobacco. The Neuse and Trent Rivers
were crowded with log rafts making their way to sawmills, and barges
stood ready at the mill wharves to receive cargoes of lumber for transport to other parts of the Union. By 1880 the collective annual produce
of four major mills amounted to 7,000,000 feet of lumber. 39
The looms of Liverpool constantly demanded cotton, the English
ships constantly traversed the Atlantic in order to purchase cotton at
New Bern, Wilmington and Charleston, and the demand for this product
constantly grew throughout the nineteenth century. Cotton became king,
and vast portions of Craven, Jones, Onslow and Duplin counties were
planted with this crop. To this very day vast tracts of land in eastern
North Carolina remain cultivated with cotton. The Swiss and Ge:r;man
planters of the Neuse and the Trent responded with alacrity and ingenuity to this economic demand: the Koonce, Franck, Isler and Simmons
families specialized in cotton, the Rhem and Kornegay familes devoted
themselves to the cultivation of ever finer tobacco, and all these families
of Swiss and German descent processed and shipped the logs from the
many fine trees of the region to be converted into lumber.
These plantations were highly self sufficient. They were impressive, often self-contained villages that reflected huge capital investments
in the expectation of excellent monetary returns. They produced a multitude of crops, including tobacco, cotton, soybeans, wheat, barley, oats,
peanuts, sweet potatoes, Irish potatoes, strawberries and sorghum. From
the Tuscarora the early Swiss and German planters had learned the cultivation of corn and had learned to hunt deer and beaver, and to catch
river fish such as small mouth bass, the striped bass and catfish, some of
which were so large that, upon their arrival in 1710, the de Graffenried
colonists were astonished to see the Tuscarora youths riding for pleasure on the backs of these fish on the Neuse and Pamlico Sound.
39
Michael Hill and Ansley Wegner, "About the History of New Bern," Swiss
American Historical Society Review 45 (November 2009): 62.
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While certain country stores in Jones and Onslow Counties did
carry a large variety of merchandise from New Bern and while some
wealthy planters preferred to import luxury items and furniture from
New England and England, the larger plantations contained all the necessities of life. At the time of his death at age 73, Palatine planter
George Kornegay, who had accumulated vast land holdings extending
from Craven County into the present-day counties of Sampson, Duplin
and Wayne, bequeathed to his sons and daughters many horses, cattle,
sheep, calves, goats, hogs, three ewes, one ram, one mare, a canoe,
brandy, cider, leather, a tar kiln, a great Distillery and several slaves.
The ability of these eighteenth and nineteenth century Craven and Jones
planters to manage such a huge variety of farm activities will become
more comprehensible when the reader considers the fact that many of
these planters' Swiss and German ancestors who had survived the Tuscarora War and had purchased these plantation properties for themselves
and their descendants, were quite experienced farmers, and some even
excelled in animal husbandry.40 Indeed, it was for this reason that these
original Swiss and German farmers had been expressly chosen by de
Graffenried to populate his colony. These early emigrants had clearly
expertly trained their children and grandchildren in plantation management and farming so that they might efficiently manage their properties
after their deaths.
These plantations in the environs of New Bern were also well
known for their hospitality. The reader will recall that Simmons Isler
gave a fine reception for President William Henry Harrison at his plantation in Jones County, while the wife of Imla Nunn Miller,41 Nancy
Parker, was famous for her impeccable manners, her generosity, and the
attention she accorded her guests. Thus arose the concept of the Southern gentlewoman who should always be treated with chivalry and respect, and mothers across the antebellum South strove to inculcate into
their daughters the decorous and dignified manners and deportment of
the famed mistresses of the Swiss and German plantations on the Neuse
and the Trent.
40
Lewis Bunker Rohrbach, "The 1710 von Graffenried Settlement of New Bern,
North Carolina," 23-27.
41
Imla Nunn Miller was a direct descendant of Jacob Miller, the Palatine judge
and colleague of DeGraffenried who adopted the orphans George Koone and George
Kornegay in October, 1711.
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The Avenue of Oaks, Bryan-Bell Farm, Pollocksville-Trenton
Highway, North Carolina.

By the time of the Civil War these planters had become so successful that Jones County, the new center of Swiss and German American life in the region, was proclaimed one of the richest counties in
the country. As the nineteenth century continued and as these planters'
wealth increased, so did their houses increase in grace, adornment and
beauty. Orton Plantation, for example, owned by the Moore family and
located about a hundred miles south of New Bern on the Cape Fear, is
regarded as one of the world's most beautiful and scenic plantations,
attracts thousands of visitors each year and is planted with an immense
variety of plants and flowers and flowering shrubs.
Typically, an avenue of oaks and cedars led from the river wharves
or the main road to the North Carolina plantation houses, which were
invariably set in a grove of cool shade trees and were surrounded by
immaculately manicured lawns of jade and emerald Bermuda grass.
Such fine rural plantations are in fact still to be found everywhere in the
South and greatly impressed the Swiss botanist Leo Lesquereux during
his peregrinations in the region during the summer of 1850 .42
42
Leo Lesquereux, Letters from America: 1849-1853, Dwight Page trans. (Rockland, Maine: Picton Press), 429-430.
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During the antebellum era the plantations of the Neuse and the
Trent regularly hosted two extremely popular social events. First, large
numbers of friends and relatives were frequently invited for Sunday
"dinner" immediately after Sunday morning worship services. As many
as twenty friends and relatives would be seated around a large extended
mahogany or rosewood table in the dining room of the plantation house,
a spacious elegant room with high ceilings whose walls were embellished with wainscoting, finely grained embossed wood paneling, and
richly carved cornices decorated with exquisite <lentils and modillions.
After the head of the plantation had said the blessing, these fortunate
guests would be served a fine repast, including country ham, pork chops,
fried chicken, green and gray butter beans, squash, corn, okra, mashed
potatoes and gravy, Irish potatoes with steamed green beans, perfectly
ripened tomatoes, candied yams, and golden brown homemade biscuits.
A popular dessert was strawberry shortcake. On these occasions excellent and convivial conversation abounded, and should the guests grow
weary during these happy family assemblies, the plantation host or
hostess would invite them to retire to private chambers upstairs, where
they might rest on a variety of Empire and Victorian plush velvet sofas
or where they might enjoy the luxurious comfort of feather mattresses
and beds, in high ceilinged bedrooms cooled by the gentle breezes flowing off the sparkling Neuse and Trent. Wealthy planters even employed
young black female slaves to fan their white mistresses as they slumbered during these periods of Sunday afternoon repose.
Under such circumstances, the reader will not be surprised to learn
that relatives often decided to spend the night or even an entire week.
This custom actually still continues today in the Carolinas, in both town
and country, and hostesses across the region still serve such delicious
Sunday "dinners" after church, which are a much anticipated and enjoyed highlight of the week.
Another beloved antebellum tradition was the plantation barbecue.
Annually, in the spring, planters throughout the Carolinas and Georgia
would invite their friends and relatives to their homes for a relaxing
afternoon barbecue luncheon. 9n these occasions long trestle picnic tables, covered with the family's finest, immaculately white linen, would
be placed on the lawn behind the main house under the cool shade of
majestic oaks and elms. Chairs, hassocks and velvet and silk cushions
and blankets from the house were scattered about the bright green glade
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol46/iss2/5
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for those who did not care for the hard benches. Usually served with
the perfectly cooked barbecue meats were coleslaw, potato salad, baked
beans, a fine casserole (a specialty of Carolinian cooks), and invariably
hush puppies, a fried dough bread extremely popular in the Carolinas.
Perfectly brewed iced tea was the beverage of choice, and dessert generally consisted of ice cold watermelon cooled on large blocks of ice.
After lunch, the ladies would retire to the parlor for tea, in the English manner, whereas the men would retire to the swings and wicker
chairs on the verandas for cigars and discussions of politics and farming, while the children would enjoy a VJriety of games such as croquet
and marbles under the shade of the wide avenue of oaks leading down
to the river, lazily flowing by in the distance. Once again, the custorr
of the barbecue still prevails today across the South, and hostesses anc
churches across the region still regularly host such barbecue luncheom
and suppers. From the above remarks, it should be clear to the reader
that not only the French, the Italians and the Spanish enjoy the relaxed
life style of the "dolce vita"; such a gentle life style is also ubiquitous in
the American South.
Among their recreational pleasures, the people of Craven were
fond of horse racing, although the concern for blooded stock and competitive racing diminished somewhat in the nineteenth century. In the
18320s, Young Sir Harry, Marktime, Jack Sancho, and Bob Short stood
in New Bern and at nearby plantations during season. Advertised by
Thomas H. Daves was Saladin, a full-blooded Arabian imported in 1820
from Tripoli.43 During the decades of the 1820s and 1830s, the Craven
County Jocky Club remained active , holding races during the first week
in May at the Savannah Race Track, owned by William Street. John
Gildersleeve, secretary of the Jocky Club, was the driving force behind
the organization. Rules observed by the club during its three-day races
were those of Tree Hill, Virginia. Purses ranged from $100 to $260 per
day. Though a time of gaiety and festivity, not everyone was enthralled
about racing. In 1830, Mary Fullshire forbade anyone to employ her
son, James (presumably a minor), as a jockey or training rider under full
penalty of the law. 44 The Swiss and German planters of the Trent and
the Neuse were certainly delighted about this widespread local inter43
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est in racing, as horse breeding was one of their fields of exceptional
expertise.
Dancing, music, games, and other festivities particularly characterized the celebration of Christmas, which promised a week or more
of fun, mirth, and jollity. It was a time for marriages, dancing, and midnight suppers. Santa Claus paid his customary visit, distributing cakes,
candy and sugar, plus, china toys and drums. Ordinarily New Bernians
and residents of the county duly celebrated the holiday. Visitations were
commonplace, and all found cordial welcome in homes decorated with
evergreens and Christmas trees. In the plantation homes, sumptuous
meals were prepared, consisting of turkeys, hams, homemade pickles,
the inevitable relish tray with '6lives, cranberry sauce and spiced pear
preserves, mince pies, sweet potatoes with melted marshmallows, calffoot jelly, syllabub and "every delicacy the palate could crave," according to Mary Norfleet Bryan. Anna Burgwyn attended a party on Christmas Eve at a townhouse in New Bern, and to the sounds of two flutes
and two drums, the group commenced dancing, first a Virginia reel, then
cotillions and waltzes. She left at 2:30 A.M., later went to church, and
afterward entertained friends for dinner. 45 It is interesting to see how by
the nineteenth century the games and holidays of Europe had become
Americanized by the descendants of the original English, Swiss and
German founders of New Bern.

RELIGION
Freedom of religion has always been officially endorsed in North
Carolina, religious dissenters have always been tolerated, and the history of New Bern exemplifies this enlightened policy. This is an extremely important topic in this article because so deeply are the principles of the various phases of Protestantism-Puritanism, Calvinism
and the philosophy of the Huguenots- impressed upon the Constitution
of every State that we must not lose sight of the fact that the whole superstructure of our laws and government has for its basis the broad postulate of religious freedom asserted by the various European religious
denominations which came to this country in order to escape religious
persecution in Europe.
45
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While today we take for granted the principles of freedom of
speech and freedom of religion guaranteed under our Constitution , it is
important to remember that not all of the Thirteen American Colonies of
the British Empire were "the land of the free." Maryland, for example,
was founded as a haven exclusively for Roman Catholics (1634), while
Connecticut was founded as a haven exclusively for Congregationalists (1639). Rhode Island (1636) and Carolina (1663) were exceptional
in that age of the pre-Enlightenment in that both colonies tolerated all
religious persuasions and welcomed dissenters.
The first European rulers of the Carolinas, the Lords Proprietors,
in their instructions given in 1670 to Peter Carteret, Governor of Albemarle, directed:
"You are to cause all persons chosen (to the assembly and as deputies or members of the Council) to swear allegiance to our sovereign
lord the King, and fidelity and submission to the Proprietors and the
form of government established by them; but in case any man for religion's sake be not free to swear, then shall he subscribe the same in
a Book for that case provided, which shall be deemed the same with
swearing."
With such inducements-liberty of conscience, the right to hold
office and to affirm instead of swearing-offered to the Quakers, who
were treated with marked intolerance elsewhere, little wonder that this
latter religious group was drawn to the quiet shores of the Albemarle.
Indeed, the Quakers were the first religious group to colonize North
Carolina.
Settlers had been in the area for more than twenty years before the
first sermon was heard. When William Edmundson, an English Quaker
arrived in Albemarle in 1672, he found no evidence of religious .concern. A few months later, he was followed by George Fox, a Quake1
missionary. Together they reported considerable success in converting
people to their faith. For many years the Quakers played a significant
role in the colony as an influence for good, particularly in the field of
education and in their efforts to alleviate the harshness of slavery.4'.6
The Anglican Church followed the Quakers chronologically, although, as the State Church of England, it had been authorized in the
Carolina Charters of 1663 and 1665 and in various documents prepared
46
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by the Lords Proprietors .47 In 1701 the Church of England began to conduct foreign missionary work through the Society for the Propagation of
the Gospel in Foreign Parts (SPG). Almost at once it sent three extensive collections of books to Albemarle to serve as parish libraries and
for the edification of the people of the province of Carolina. Thus did
the Church promote education in the state from the time of its foundation. Finally, throughout the eighteenth century, a variety of additional
Protestant denominations were established throughout the province, including Presbyterians, German settlers of the Reformed and Lutheran
faiths, Baptists, Methodists, and Roman Catholics, so that by the time
of the Revolution North Carolina was represented by the full spectrum
of major denominations.
1ln his colonization of New Bern the Baron de Graffenried most
definitely promoted and contributed to this spirit of religious tolerance
..
and d.iversity which prevailed throughout the entire colony. As several
Anab,aptist dissenters, and numerous Lutherans, Baptists and Roman
Cathfulics accompanied the group to America, the Baron and his associates were careful to make special provisions for religious liberty at New
Bern.
·'In this regard, a pressing problem for Graffenried's Swiss and Palatines was the lack of a firm religious establishment. In the absence of
an official Anglican minister, the Baron received permission from the
Church of England to solemnize marriages and to perform baptisms.
He also delivered weekly sermons much in the manner of a lay reader.
Although Graffenried beseeched the Bishop of London to recognize the
New Bern colony in hope of receiving a mission from the SPG, no action was taken, and whatever action was contemplated in this matter
was interrupted by the chaos of the Indian war. After Graffenried's return to Europe in 1713, those of religious conviction conducted services
on Sundays in their own homes. 48
The survivors of the Tuscarora War maintained the German Reformed Church in North Carolina, though they had neither church buildngs nor ministers. In 1740 the Craven court finally granted the petition
f twenty-five disheartened Palatines and Swiss to build a chapel twenty
y thirty feet on the south side of the Trent River, in the vicinity of New
47
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Germany. The ready accession of the justices may have been occasioned
by the proposed use of the chapel by Anglicans as well as Germans. The
structure, however, was eventually called "the Palatine Church or the
High German Chapel." Two Moravians who passed through Craven in
1743 on their way from Pennsylvania to Georgia found a thriving German Reformed element headed by Elder Jacob Schuetz.49
Following his predecessor Graffenried 's example of enlightened
toleration of religious dissenters, was English Governor William Tryon,
who governed North Carolina from 1765 until 1771. He added luster to
his controversial name through his support of a variety of denominations. Indeed, during Governor Tryon's administration, the citizens of
Craven, in their religious persuasions, exhibited a heterogeneity that
gave credence to his declaration in 1765 that almost every religious
element abounded in the colony. Like Calvin, Governor Tryon felt
that church and state were parallel authorities, sovereign in their. own
spheres, which should aid each other.
Tryon took a personal interest in the quality of the lives of Anglican ministers and missionaries sent to North Carolina by the Bishop of
London and the SPG. He urged the ecclesiastical powers in England
to send to the province men who led "exemplary lives." Tryon's most
important work for Anglicanism, and for the religious undergirdi11g of
English power in North Carolina, was in getting the Church of England
officially established in the province.50 Because of his numerous ac;ts of
charity toward the Anglican Church, Tryon, in January 1767, was called
by the Reverend Andrew Morton of Northumberland County "the :Nursing Father of the church in this province." 51
Not only did Governor Tryon support the objectives of the Church
of England; he also professed himself a warm advocate for toleration of
the many non-Anglican sects in North Carolina. Presbyterians, Moravians, Lutherans, Baptists and Quakers quite openly admired Tryon's personal spirit of religious tolerance and knew that he was no narrow sectarian bigot. They were well aware of his many gestures of support for
dissenting religions. In 1766 he had the legislature change the marriage
law to allow Presbyterian ministers, as the Moravians already could, to
49
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perform the ceremony (under license of the governor) rather than leaving marriages of Presbyterians mostly in the hands of Anglican priests. A
year later he and his wife visited the Moravian community of Wachovia
in western North Carolina and dazzled these people with many acts of
generosity and expressions of admiration. 52 For Lutherans, he showed his
sympathy by recommending in a letter of February 1st , 1771 that they receive charitable support from the British government and by seconding a
petition to the Bishop of London from a Lutheran congregation in Rowan
County that it be allowed to have its own minister and schoolteacher, a
right specifically guaranteed only to Anglicans under the contemporary
establishment law. 53 Finally, in the wake of the Battle of Alamance, June
4-9, 1771, he returned to the Moravian town of Bethabara with a retinue
of thirty officers and men and at every opportunity expressed his kindly
feelings toward the Brethren and his desire to support their faith. 54
And yet, for all his enlightened mentality and many acts of Christian goodness concerning support of the Anglican church and all the denominations of late eighteenth century North Carolina, William Tryon
demonstrated an amazing and callous lack of sensitivity concerning the
civil and legal rights of the citizens of the British Empire assigned to
his care. The author would be remiss were he not to acquaint the reader
with Governor Tryon 's inexcusable neglect of his duty and outrageous
contempt for human rights in the matter of the Regulators.
For years the people of the colony of North Carolina had been victimized by an unfair and inequitable system of taxation. This injustice was
much exacerbated by the criminal practices of a number of tax collectors
and royal government officials who frequently committed fraud and improperly pocketed taxpayers' payments. In some cases North Carolina
taxpayers of that era were taxed twice on a single year's income. These
abuses were especially severe in the newly settled western counties of
Mecklenburg, Rowan, Guilford>" Orange, Granville and Halifax, located
far from proper supervision by authorities in New Bern.
52
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Under such circumstances, beginning in 1765 in Mecklenburg County, the maddened populace frequently rebelled and riots and violence frequently broke out. These armed resisters to the unjust royal taxes were
known as Regulators, because they wished to regulate their own affairs.
Clearly, the royal government had to intervene in order to restore civil order.
In all quarters, from the Governor in New Bern on down, it was recognized that the Regulators' grievances were justified and that changes
and reforms were needed. 55 In an address to the Assembly at New Bern
on December 7, 1767, Tryon had called attention to the need for further restrictions in the control of county officers. The Assembly in its
formal reply to the governor concurred and observed that the "abuses
in the Sheriffs' office cry aloud for and shall receive the strictest attention and correction, nor shall the embezzlements and irregularities
committed by other collectors of the _ptiblic revenues escape the most
exact inquiry." The legislators then passed laws to regulate the fees of
local court clerks, and to correct other abuses in their offices. They also
passed new laws about appointing sheriffs and regulating their duties in
office. Tryon thought that the new laws and penalties would eliminate
the fraud and embezzlement which for so long had been committed by
certain sheriffs and court officials.
Concluding that the courts had failed them, the exasperated Regulators, in a final, desperate act, appealed to the provincial Assembly. An
election was called to elect representatives to meet and resolve these
grave financial problems and irregularities which so afflicted the entire
province of North Carolina. In Orange, Anson, Granville, and Halifax
counties, every member elected was a Regulator. Thus, when this special
assembly convened on November 6, 1769, several petitions were presented stating the grievances of the Regulators as well as their suggestions for reform. The Assembly showed signs of sympathy, but, because
Governor Tryon found some other resolutions (the Non-Importation Association, for example) offensive, by an unethical act which defies the
comprehension of the historian, this important Assembly was suddenly
dissolved before it could take up the measures necessary to relieve the
complaints of the Regulators. Just before dissolution and adjournment,
however, the special Assembly of November, 1769 did resolve "that if
any public officer shall exact illegal fees, or otherwise under colour of
55
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his office unduly oppress the people, such officer so acting shall on conviction thereof receive the highest censure and punishment this House
can inflict upon him." Nonetheless, the abuses continued.
Like Louis XVI and his ill advised dissolution of the Assembly at
Versailles twenty years later in 1789, William Tryon, by dissolving in
1769 the Assembly of North Carolina, expressly convened to redress
the grievances of the Regulators and to seek an optimal solution for
the fiscal problems of the provi-fice, made a fatal mistake. It was a mistake of such gravity that it would eventually lead to the outbreak of the
American Revolution .
.Now the situation in North Carolina was totally out of control.
Despairing of the political system, thousands of Regulators across the
western counties of the province armed themselves and prepared to
march in unison to a town in the western county of Alamance called
Jamance, where they hoped to personally present their grievances to
fovernor Tryon. In order to understand their decision to seek an audince with the Governor, the reader should remember that in the eigh!enth century Americans took very seriously the patriarchal form of
;overnment. All family members respected and obeyed the patriarch as
1ead' of the family, and the royal governor in New Bern, as the King's
official representative in North Carolina, was rightly considered to be
the venerable patriarch of the state to whom each citizen had the right
to appeal whenever he was wronged.
This conception of the monarch and the royal governor was widespread in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, both in America and
in Europe. In that age monarchs and governors were considered to be both
rulers and judges, deriving from the Biblical concept of the wise kings
of Israel such as King Solomon and King Josiah. Louis XIV of France
unde~stood this royal responsibility well, and once a week he held open
court at Versailles so that the citizens of the kingdom could approach him
to discuss their problems. The French people were deeply grateful for this
public access to the King, and the King's willingness to personally listen
to their grievances greatly increased their affection for the French Crown.
It is therefore understandable that the Regulators would have expected a
similar level of personal attention from Governor Tryon.
The Regulators did not hold Governor Tryon personally responsible
for their woes; they knew that he was a wise and able administrator who
had made many contributions to their province. In the minds of the Reguhttps://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol46/iss2/5
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lators, it was therefore reasonable to expect that, if they could only meet
the Governor face to face, he would listen to their grievances and alleviate their suffering. The Regulators thus went to Alamance with the sincere hope of a reconciliation between themselves and the government.
For his part, Governor Tryon prepared for the worst. In November
1770 he issued orders for the defense of New Bern, as wild rumors were
circulating that the enraged Regulators intended to march on the capital
and burn Tryon's Palace, to whose construction many attributed the excessive taxes and the present troubles.
During the last week of April 1771 Governor Tryon departed New
Bern with a militia force of 1,452 men. Among those militia recruits
were the Swiss De Rosset,56 a Councilor of the Assembly, the gov er56
The Swiss Lewis Henry DeRosset (1724 -1786) was a wealthy Wilmington
merchant and New Hanover County planter, who served on the Royal Council of North
Carolina from 1752 until 1775. He became a Loyalist during the American Revolution
and in 1779 was ordered to leave the state. Counselor DeRosset served in many offices
during the administration of Governor Tryon. During the Hillsborough campaign of 1768
against the Regulators, he was appointed a Leiutenant General on General Tryon 's staff.
In addition to serving as Speaker of the Assembly, he also served on several Councils of
War during the Regulators' crisis. He was appointed by Governor Tryon to serve as Adjutant General on the march to Alamance. A few days after the Battle of Alamance (June
4-9, 1771), during a visit to the Moravians near Salem, Governor Tryon requested that
Counselor DeRosset assist him in responding to the petitions of the Moravians; Governor
Tryon accordingly informed the Moravians that Counselor DeRosset was a man upon
whose wise judgment and fair treatment they could rely. This incident is quite significant
because it demonstrates the esteem in which Governor Tryon held Counselor DeRosset.
Indeed, in his affidavit of support of February 26, 1783 corroborating Counselor DeRosset's Loyalist claim for compensation for loss of property and income during the Revolution,
Governor Tryon affirmed that Lewis Henry DeRosset had been well known to him during the
six or seven years that he was Governor of the Province of North Carolina and that he had
intimate knowledge of the integrity of his principles both in public and in private life.
Indeed, in his affidavit of support of February 26, 1783 corroborating Counselor
DeRosset's Loyalist claim for compensation for loss of property and income during the
Revolution, Governor Tryon affirmed that Lewis Henry DeRosset had been well known
to him during the six or seven years that he was Governor of the Province of North Carolina and that he had intimate knowledge of the integrity of his principles both in public
and in private life. Governor Tryon further stated in said affidavit that he believed that
no man had a more equitable and honorable claim than Counselor DeRosset to the favor
and consideration of government as a loyal sufferer of the Revolution. Governor Tryon 's
successor, Josiah Martin, concurred with Governor Tryon in his own assessment of the
character of Couselor DeRosset, whom he greatly admired. [The Correspondence of William Tryon, Vol. 2, 1768-1818, 877-880 .] This particular example is cited here because it
demonstrates the profound contributions made to Society by certain distinguished Swiss
Americans to the development of colonial America.
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nor's respected colleague and his personal aide-de-camp, who would
be of great assistance to him during the Alamance Campaign. In addition, several descendants of the Swiss and Palatine settlers of New Bern
joined the royal march to Alamance-Mark Noble, Stephen Moore,
Jacob Miller, John Isler, Joseph Kinsey, and Emmanuel Simmonsincluding four of the sons of the Palatine George Koonce, whose father
Johan Kunitz had been killed in battle with Tuscarora at Core Creek on
September 23, 1711, thus continuing the Swiss and Palatine tradition of
cooperation with authorities and good citizenship.
On May 15, 1771, Governor Tryon's army reached the meeting
place at Great Alamance Creek, and the morning of the sixteenth delegates of the Regulators arrived at the governor's royal tent to present
their petition, a document of great courtesy, eloquence and heartbreaking supplication.
Yet, despite the worthiness of the Regulators' pleas, communications broke down between the two adversaries, and after an hour of final
futile negotiations still shrouded in mystery and confusion, a fatal shot
was fired , Robert Thompson lay dead on the battlefield, and fierce combat began. To this day, it is impossible to state with certainty who fired
the fatal shot which precipitated the actual fighting.
To his credit, it should be noted that Governor Tryon did act honorably at the Battle of Alamance. A number of eye witnesses and several
of his officers testified at the time to his gallantry and extraordinarily
proper, impeccable and inspirational military conduct which led to a
royal victory that day. 57 Nonetheless , despite his officers' acclamations
of his conduct, history cannot forget that many of the woes of North
Carolina in the 1770s can be attributed to the governor's ill advised
decision to dissolve the vitally important Assembly of November, 1769.
Understandably perceiving the royal government and its representatives
as irresponsible, the Patriots deplored this poor decision which led to
the slaughter of the oppressed at Alamance, began to use Alamance as
their battle cry and ultimately made their own decision to dissolve all
ties with the Mother Country in 1776.
In the wake of the Battle of Alamance, many of Governor Tryon 's
contemporaries certainly did not recognize this fatal flaw in his judg57
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ment. While "Leonidas" in The Massachusetts Spy railed against the tyranny of the governor and the "Murder" at Alamance and other newspauers decried those "murders" and prayed for the martyrs of Alamance,
\J"ew Bernians, on the other hand, seemed oblivious to these aspersions
ast upon Governor Tryon's character. On the contrary, they appreciated
js efforts to elevate the town to the level of a capital city and a thriving
port metropolis, and they were grateful for his efforts to protect the city
and the government from the threatened assault of the Regulators. A service of Thanksgiving was held at Christ Church, and at a town meeting in
June, an address was presented to the governor to congratulate him upon
his success at Alamance in "suppressing a most wicked and dangerous
insurrection and rebellion ... [and] restoring to us .. the invaluable blessings of our government and constitution, by which our lives, liberties and
properties are again secured."58 When on the first of July Governor Tryon
departed North Carolina to accept the new governorship of New York, he
took with him the good wishes of many New Bernians.
And yet, despite the extensive approbation of General Tryon's
conduct at Alamance throughout New Bern and Craven County during
the summer of 1771 and despite the fact that Governor Tryon did succeed in bequeathing a peaceful colony to his successor Josiah Martin,
by the fall of 1781, a decade later, the British Empire in North Carolina and the other twelve colonies had collapsed. How did this drastic
change of government and society come to pass in a region that was so
clearly Anglophilic, that had benefited so much from the institutions
of the British Empire, and that had so much veneration for its British,
Swiss and German ancestors?
First, in their isolated regions, the Quakers and the Reformed German, Lutheran and Anabaptist Swiss and German planters of the Coastal
Plain, and the Moravian, Lutheran, Baptist, Methodist and Presbyterian
colonists of the Piedmont, far removed from the instruments of royal
authority, had become self-reliant and become accustomed to unbridled
independence. Secondly, the religious principles of all these denominations tended toward civil freedom. Moreover, the British taxes hitherto
had been very burdensome; now in the mid 1770s they became intolerable. The rapacity of unchecked public officers appeared to increase,
and the people saw no prospect of relief.
58
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Finally, under these strained conditions, the Battle of Lexington
in Massachusetts on April 19, 1775 and the Battle of Moore's Creek
Bridge in southeastern North Carolina on February 27, 1776 inspired
those who yearned for independence from Great Britain to actually take
up arms. Until then the Whigs had indignantly denied that they were
actually seeking to break all ties with the Mother Country. These military engagements, however, emphatically demonstrated the absurdity
of their position. Before 1775, with every expression of opposition to
taxation by Parliament, they had added a protestation of loyalty to "the
best of Kings." After Moore's Creek Bridge the Whigs could scarcely
continue to express loyalty to a sovereign who had ordered troops sent
against them.
'Inhabitants of North Carolina were now thoroughly awakened
to the conviction that the imperial government was hostile to the best
interests of the Colonies. In vain did Flora McDonald exhort the Loyalist Scottish Highlanders at Fayetteville to march against the Patriots
at Moore's Creek Bridge; by then too many good and intelligent citizens in North Carolina had seen too many abuses perpetuated in the
name of the King. Even then, however, the people of North Carolina
took the final step reluctantly and sadly. Many remembered the many
improvements made by the British Empire in the state, and many had
marital and family ties with Great Britain. In North Carolina, resolutions favoring independence were received with much less rejoicing
and excitement in 1776 than was the ordinance of secession from the
Union in 1861.
Contemplating these portentous events from afar on the verandas
of their plantations on the banks of the Neuse and the Trent, the Swiss
and German American planters of Craven and Jones Counties found
themselves in a state of confusion. They gratefully remembered that
in 1747 George II had saved them from destitution and the cruelty of
their landlord Cullen Pollock by granting them new lands where they
would be undisturbed, they admired the nearby prosperous and beautiful city of New Bern which Governor Tryon had constructed, and they
were aware that their livelihoods depended on trade with the British
Empire. Former Loyalists, they began, however, to change their minds
and to consider the path of the Patriots. To reinforce their change of
heart, throughout 1776 in all communities appeared association papers and stern resolves for the maintenance of the people's rights in
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol46/iss2/5
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the face of the dictates of the British government. Their immediate
neighbor, Willie Jones, a planter of Jones County, and their neighbors in New Bern Thomas Person, Samuel Ashe, Samuel Spencer and
Richard Caswell openly and eloquently advocated complete independence and ultra democratic principles. General Ashe stood read with
seven thousand Carolinian troops to meet the British at Charles Town
in the spring of 1776. They understood the rightness of their neighbors' positions, and they also understood the need for every American
Patriot to support them. Unity was a necessity if total liberty were to
be achieved.
These Swiss and German planters of Tidewater North Carolina
were good, decent and devout men. They only needed to consult their
Bibles to see clearly that the ethical imperatives of the Christian faitt
required that they support the honorable Patriot cause of the new natior
in the face of too many callous examples of British tyranny. Judicious!)
weighing all the elements of the situation on the scales of justice, they
saw clearly that ethics demanded their loyalty to the new American na/
tion.
Their tacit approval of their Anglo-American neighbors' patriotic
speeches was quickly transformed into acts of personal valor and bravery which, recorded in family Bibles and handed down from generation
to generation, still today excite the veneration of their descendants. F01
example, the father of William S. Isler of Jones County served honorably as a Patriot Officer during the Revolution. One historical roster list~
seven !pocks from Craven who served in the Revolutionary War. Phillip Miller, grandfather of Imla Nunn Miller, was involved in a military
engagement with the British at Burnt Court Bridge, in Duplin County.
during that conflict. The aforementioned Michael Koonce served as a
Captain in the Jones County Militia during the Revolution. Testifying to
the widespread Patriotic sentiment of the Swiss and German American
citizens of the region is the record of the birth of Liberty Bryan .Simmons, the son of the planter A. B. Simmons and Rachel his wife, who
was born "July 4th about six in the morning on Sunday, 1776 and in
the first year of our independence. And in the third year of the glorious
struggle for her liberty by help of God." 59
59
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Nonetheless, given that New Bern at that time was the capital of
the royal province of North Carolina, Craven County was undeniably the
home of many Loyalists. Patriot authorities in New Bern feared that the
Swiss, German and English planters of lower Craven and Jones County,
in the neighborhood of Polloc(sville, who had profited so much from
the British imperial system, would revert to the British and Loyalist
cause, in order to protect their investments. When British Major James
Craig advanced on New Bern from Wilmington in the summer of 1781
with four hundred British soldiers and an equal number of Loyalists,
William Caswell noted that "almost the whole of the Inhabitants" of the
lower part of the [Craven] county "will be exceedingly fond of becoming British Subjects ... " His colleague Alexander Lillington, a military
leader in New Bern, agreed, declaring that immediate assistance frorr
Continental troops was needed to prevent lower Craven, Beaufort anc
Hyde counties from falling to the British. 60
When on Friday, August 17, 1781, the British entered New Bern,
the Swiss, German and English American planters of the Trent River
section of lower Craven and Jones Counties demonstrated, by their
ardent patriotism and their fierce guerilla fighting, that Caswell and
Lillington could not possibly have been more mistaken. At a skirmish
at Webber's Bridge on the Trent, a patriot militia detachment from the
area successful attacked the column of invading British and Loyalist troops. Their zeal and threats so intimidated Major Craig that he
decided to remain in New Bern only two days, and upon the British
Army's exit from New Bern on Tuesday evening, August 21, those
same patriots so harassed Craig's retreating troops that the British soldiers and loyalists departed Craven, Jones and Onslow Counties in
great haste.
It is important to note that the military service of the Swiss and
German citizens of Craven and Jones Counties during the Revolution
was not only an expression of manly valor; it was also an outgrowth
of their dedication to the Christian faith and an expression of their
conviction that patriotism was a necessary form of respect for the
eternal Christian values of justice and ethical citizenship. Thus had
the original Swiss and German citizens of de Graffenried's colony at
New Bern so deeply instilled into the hearts and minds of their off60
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spring their own Christian and Biblical values that these descendants
were moved by their spiritual education to engage in acts of patriotism and courage in defense of their new country nearly a century
later.
The American Revolution was thus not only a social revolution; it
was also a spiritual revolution. For centuries the Carolinas and the Thirteen Colonies had regarded the King or the Queen as the vicar of Christ on
earth, anointed with Holy Oil at the time of the Coronation and a source
of supernatural and indisputable authority and protection. The Baron de
Graffenried found this belief to be quite valid and true during his captivity among the Tuscarora: fearing possible execution, when he threatened
his captors with vengeance from the great Queen of England should they
harm him, the Tuscarora literally immediately fell back away from the
Baron, in awe and terror of reprisals from Her Majesty Queen Anne; they
then decided to spare his life and treated him thereafter with great respect
and veneration. In 1747 the Swiss and Palatines and their descendants
in Craven County likewise discovered that His Majesty the King truly
was the compassionate servant of the Lord; when the evil Cullen Pollock threatened to take away the lands which had been given to them b)
the Lords Proprietors in 1711, King George II intervened and mercifull:
granted them lands, free of quitrents for ten years, elsewhere in Crave
and Jones Counties.
Now that the Colonies were separated from the Mother Count[)
there remained a void at the apex of the social hierarchy, a void which ha,
I
to be filled. Clearly, in the political sphere the new President and Con
gress filled the role vacated by King and Parliament. Of equal importance
was the new system of household management which developed in the
new Republic. Each household in the Carolinas at this time was governed
by a spiritual triumvirate: the Patriarch, the Pastor and the Christ.
The patriarchal system had long been familiar to Carolinians and
their ancestors in Europe. For Carolinians the model for this personal
patriarchal family organization is most definitely the Baron de Graffenried, and all school children in the Carolinas are taught to respect his
wise governance of his colony at New Bern and his admirable resourcefulness in dealing with those colonists' needs and with the dreadful Indian crisis of that formative era in the State's history.
The personal family pastor was an innovation of the Revolution
and its aftermath. The reader will recall that there were no official pasPublished by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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tors in Graffenried's colony, although they were much needed and desired. However, as Carolinian society stabilized after the Revolution,
the Church and its various denominations grew strong throughout the
region and became the principal bulwark of society. The family pastor
accompanied each child through every stage of his life from birth until
death. The pastor visited the family shortly after the birth of the child,
baptized the child, at the appropriate time prepared the child for admission to the Church, wrote kind letters of praise and congratulations
whenever the child won awards at school, visited the family before trips
to bless the journey and in generally visited the family on a regular basis so that the child received the impression that, in addition to his own
parents, he had yet a third parent in the family pastor, who was deeply
interested in his well being.
At this time the Church began to play a more and more influential role in the spiritual and psychological development of the members of its various congregations throughout the Carolinas. The Sunday
School, monthly men's Bible Study, a monthly Ladies' Circle meeting,
and frequent Church suppers and picnics were developed in order to
provide congregations with more frequent communion with one another
and with the Holy Spirit. From the pulpit and in Sunday School, parishioners were encouraged to study the Holy Books of Romans, Corinthians and Ephesians which give such wise and salutary advice to
husbands regarded the proper treatment of wives, to wives regarding the
proper treatment of husbands, and to both parents regarding the proper
upbringing of children. Inculcated into children were high standards
of good manners, courtesy and respect for others. Whereas before the
Revolution the King and the Royal Governor had been perceived by
the population as the ultimate source of spiritual wisdom, authority and
reassurance, so after the Revolution the patriarch, the pastor and Bible
studies emphasizing the teachings of the Christ and the Apostles in the
Scriptures provided families with these spiritual and psychological necessities of life.
With the advent of so many strong churches, people in the Carolinas attended regularly Wednesday and Sunday services and Sunday
School and became deeply involved in the humanitarian activities of
their respective congregations. By the eve of the Revolution the Carolinas had evolved into a thoroughly theocentric, ecclesiastical State.
When the Reverend Joseph Pilmore, an itinerant Methodist missionhttps://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol46/iss2/5
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ary, reached New Bern in December, 1772, he was most favorably impressed by the religious ardor of its citizenry. He preached each day in
the courthouse from December 25 th until December 30 th • Large crowds
greeted him, which was especially gratifying to Pilmore and indicative of the serious religious spirit in New Bern. Raved the minister:
In all my travels through the world, I have met with none like the
people of Newbern! Instead of going to Balls and Assemblies as people
of fashion in general do, especially at this season of the year, they came
driving in their Coaches to hear the word of the Lord, and wait upon
God in his ordinances! And their behavior to me at the last was such as
I cannot pass over in silence without the greatest ingratitude. The morning I was to leave the Town two gentlemen waited on me, and delivered
me a Letter, in which several small Bills of North Carolina money were
enclosed, which the Gentleman had subscribed among themselves, and
sent me as a token of their love and respect. 61
A final most important concept which developed in the wake of the
American Revolution was the centrality of Christian ethics and Biblical
studies in education. Once again, the historian must look to the Baron
de Graffenried for an explanation of this particular form of social and
cultural evolution, for the Baron attributed a high priority to Christian
education and vigorously appealed to the Bishop of London to . send
"exemplary" Anglican ministers to his colony to assist in the education
of the young. Indeed, throughout the entire colonial and imperial era ~
the Church of England was responsible for the selection of public teachers and for public education and edification.
These remarks are not only of an historical nature; they represent
as well an accurate description of present day reality. In recent decades
many colleges and universities across the Carolinas have accorded a high
level of importance to courses in Biblical studies and ethics in the design of the general education curricula. In these courses the writers of
predilection include Saint Augustine, Saint Thomas Aquinas, Sir Thomas
Moore, Erasmus, Luther, and Swiss theologians such as John Calvin and
Karl Barth. The sermons of Karl Barth, in particular, are greatly adi;nired
and frequently studied throughout the region. Davidson College, Duke
University, King College, Tennessee Wesleyan College, Lee University,
Emory University and its Candler School of Theology, Belmont Abbey
61
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College, and the author's place of employment, Bryan College immediately come to mind as prime examples of schools which take seriously the
spiritual and theological principles of the two major founding fathers of
the region, the Baron de Graffenried and John Wesley.
The recent valedictory address by Mr. Daniel Zimmerman on Saturday, May 8, 2010, at Bryan College in Dayton, Tennessee demonstrates most emphatically the profound and enduring influence upon our
own times of the Baron de Graffenried's well disseminated philosophy
of the importance of the establishment of a patriarchal ecclesiastical
society governed by wise Christian judges, magistrates and pastors. In
his address, Mr. Zimmerman, the descendant of a long line of German
American ministers, stressed to the audience that his ancestors' , and especially his grandfather's, devotion to their congregations and to intensive missionary work , had always most impressed him and had dictated
his own values, priorities and professional objectives. Mr. Zimmerman's moving words validate the permanent influence and power of the
Baron de Graffenried 's vision of a society based upon an ecclesiastical
foundation and mentorship by pastors devoted to their congregations,
and they also testify to the profound influence of the German and Swiss
ecclesiastical and theocentric intellectual tradition upon the development of the civilization of the South.
Of special interest to the reader is the fact that, during the twentieth
century, there has been a remar~ble rapprochement between the churches of the Carolinas and the churches, pastors and seminaries of the Swiss
Confederation. Presbyterian ministers in the region frequently study at
the School of Theology at Basel. Three of the pastors at the author's home
church, the First Presbyterian Church of Laurinburg, North Carolina-Dr.
Albert N. Wells, his son David Wells, and Dr. Donald G. Miller-were all
trained at Basel and regularly based their sermons during the sixties and
seventies on the concepts of John Calvin, Erasmus and Karl Barth. Thus
do Swiss concepts, ideals and education continue to provide spiritual and
intellectual nourishment for vast portions of the population of the Carolinas even today. It is not merely coincidental but truly providential that in
the state where the Swiss nobleman Christoph de Graffenried placed the
Church literally at the center of the town and symbolically at the center
of public life, so many ministers would elect to pursue their studies at the
principal seminaries and schools of his homeland.
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol46/iss2/5
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ARCHITECTURE AND
THE DECORATIVE ARTS
No physical traces remain of the first European influenced structures built in New Bern in 1710 and 1711 by her earliest Swiss and
German settlers. Yet we know that these would have been interesting
examples of Swiss and German vernacular forms adapted to pioneer
conditions and local materials. 62 We also know that most of the residents of the town were artisans; indeed 1710-1711 New Bern represented the full spectrum of the artisans of that era; there was an unusual variety of craftsmen among DeGraffenried's colonists, including
two carpenters, a mason, two carpenter-joiners, a locksmith, a turner,
a glazier, and a potter-tile maker. 63
Graffenried recognized that the artisans among his settlers were
likely to fare better in a town than on plantations, and accordingly he
gave them encouragement to stay together in town by reducing their
ground rent obligations.64 Indeed, the 1710-1711 Swiss and Palatine
settlement at New Bern represents one of the largest concentrations of
artisans and skilled workshops, and one of the best examples of collegial professional cooperation in colonial America. It is for this reason
that the State of North Carolina lays so much stress upon Graffenried's New Bern in its training of teachers of North Carolina History:
teachers are trained to emphasize in class that early New Bern was an
exemplary model of social cooperation and responsibility, qualities
which the State hopes that its present day students will emulate.
Although de Graffenried's town has long vanished, the memory of that original Swiss and German community has never faded.
De Graffenried's New Bern is presented annually in all state history
courses throughout North Carolina as a model of social cooperation
among a group of highly skilled artisans working together in concert
for the common good. The reader has seen how the slides and illustrations which accompany this annual school lecture on New Bern greatly
62
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inspire North Carolinians to aspire to high standards of individual professional competence and excellence. Thus, in Jungian terms, the concepts of diligence, meticulousness, professionalism and perfectionism
symbolized by Swiss and German New Bern and the modern artistic
representations and visual images of early New Bern have infiltrated
the collective consciousness of North Carolinians and represent in our
minds our common cultural foundation.
These collective mental images and Jungian social memories of
a shared heritage of artistic and artisanal excellence are not just conceptual; they express themselves tangibly every day in the Carolinas in
the construction of architecturally superb buildings, from the futuristic
buildings of the Research Triangle in the Raleigh-Durham area, to the
architecturally perfect Greek Revival State Capitol in Raleigh, to the
many lofty skyscrapers of Charlotte-majestic feats of modern engineering--to the many well built High-Tech Swiss and German corporate
office buildings and factories along the "Autobahn" in the region of
Greeneville and Spartanburg, South Carolina.
Reflecting upon North Carolina's colonial past, it is also important to observe that the forced move of all the early New Bern artisans
in September, 1711, occasioned by the outbreak of the Tuscarora War,
was not in point of fact a total cultural and ethnic dispersion. While all
these artisans did relocate, they never separated. Many moved to the
area of New Germany on the north and south banks of the Trent River
in Jones County, and there they established new tightly knit communities consisting of hundreds of artisans with common high professional
standards and with common Swiss and German roots. Moreover, they
maintained frequent contacts with relations in other parts of Jones and
Craven County, and so they have remained a highly cohesive ethnic
group until today.
In addition, these new Swiss and German plantation families and
communities along the Trent were highly skilled, productive, autonomous social units. The abilities and skills of these well trained Swiss
and German workmen, so carefully chosen by the Baron de Graffenried in order to populate and maintain his colony, never declined. In
the wake of the Tuscarora War, these skills persisted and were even
improved and refined as the artisan-refugees from the War settled
down and began to work with one another in plantation workshops.
Among the survivors of the Tuscarora War were a large number of
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol46/iss2/5
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artisans: the tailor Johannes Amann; the husbandman Johann Philipp
am Ende; the linen and cloth weaver Henrich Barlebach; the carpenter Christen Bauer; the smith Georg Bauer; the planter John Depp;
the wheelwright Johann Valentin Eibach; the turner Jacob Petsch; the
schoolmaster and later potter, Johann Martin Franck; the linen weaver Johannes Friederich Merkert; the carpenter Georg Metz; the baker
Jacob Miller; the schoolmaster Martinus Rieser; the husbandman
Mattias Riessenhober; the coppersmith Christen Schonefeld; and the
tailor Johan Wolff.65
In their new postwar river plantation homes, all the eighteenth
century Swiss and German artisans plied their respective trades and
crafts with ever greater skill and precision, and the farmers among them
learned to adapt the techniques of European horticulture to the needs of
the American plantation. In addition, in the wake of the Tuscarora War,
a system of plantation apprenticeship was established, which quickly
spread throughout the entire Thirteen Colonies. A number of the orphans of the war were thus apprenticed: the reader will recall that Jacob
Miller employed the orphans George Koonce and George Kornegay in
his workshop at Green Spring Plantation on the Neuse, and had both
boys taught the trade of carpentry. John Bachman II (1746-1829), a
Swiss Mennonite joiner of Lampeter Township in Lancaster County,
Pennsylvania, trained ten apprentices in his workshop making English
style furniture associated with the Philadelphia school. And at Monticello Thomas Jefferson maintained a famous plantation workshop,
where apprentices were taught to become joiners, smiths, carpenters
and cabinetmakers.
Because of this apprentice system, the greatly admired skills of the
Swiss, German and English artisans and cabinetmakers of North Carolina, the heirs of millennia of expertise in their European homelands,
quickly proliferated. As these original artisans died out, they passed on
these skills to their children, who taught these traditional skills to .their
own children and their own apprentices, and as the latter colonized the
inland counties and other states, these unique and valuable skills gradually spread into workshops across the South. The profound influence
of these early Swiss, German and English artisans upon our own times
is immediately obvious to anyone who visits any class in carpentry or
65
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masonry at any high school in North Carolina today. The visitor immediate notes the extraordinary seriousness and professionalism of these
young students of carpentry and masonry and is clearly impressed by
the exceptionally fine quality of the objects they tum out.
Four major social customs in the antebellum South greatly enhanced the skill and production of these universal plantation workshops. First, the unhealthy summer weather in New Bern-the "sickly
season" -every year forced thousands of New Bernians to leave their
homes each May and seek refuge with relations in other inland cities
or on nearby plantations. Driven to distraction by this annual exodus which strained their resources and budgets to the limit, Craven,
Jones, Onslow and Wilmington planters and their wives instructed the
supervisors and craftsmen in their workshops to construct ever more
spacious houses and rooms and every more comfortable and visually
appealing furniture in order to accommodate all these guests. Orton
Plantation near Wilmington, North Carolina is a perfect example of a
Greek Revival plantation which underwent multiple transformations
and beautifications in order to accommodate an ever increasing number of guests.
,T he aforementioned customs of horse racing, the Sunday dinner
or picnic, and the annual Christmas festivities likewise contributed to
the enlargement and beautification of plantation homes and furniture.
Whether of Swiss, German or British descent, it was a maxim with the
host or hostess of each plantation that each relative and guest be treated
according to the courteous code of Southern hospitality. Therefore, no
expense was spared and no shop in New Bern was left unexplored in
order to buy the finest imported English and French furniture, draperies
and cushions, or to employ the best artisans and cabinetmakers on the
plantation workshop, so as to assure the guest's maximum comfort and
satisfaction.
A few well chosen examples will serve to impress upon the reader
the truthfulness and accuracy of these cultural assertions. Among the
eighteenth century German plantation houses famed for their hospitality was that of Johann Martin Franck, situated on his vast estate on the
Trent. He frequently entertained company in his spacious dining room
with beautifully paneled walls and woodwork. Indicative of his wealth
and the elegance with which he received guests is the inventory of his
estate, which included seventeen Negro slaves, silver and pewter flathttps://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol46/iss2/5
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ware and hollow-ware, Delft and china dishes, twenty-five horses and
approximately one hundred sixty head of cattle. 66
The neighboring nineteenth century Simmons plantations in Jones
County were likewise totally autonomous organizations, involved in agriculture, animal husbandry, industry, the processing of lumber and the
extraction of turpentine from the pine forests. The Edward Rhem house
near New Bern is another house of extremely fine construction. With
its unique chimney construction with paved double shoulders, it demonstrates its owner's appreciation of the latest contemporary architectural innovations. The reader will recall that Simmons Isler's plantation
house in Jones County was sufficiently spacious and elegant that he was
once able to entertain there President William Henry Harrison. Finally,
Craven's Benners' Vail was at one time one of the most extensive and
complex plantations in the state; it maintained a grist- and sawmill, kept
slaves skilled as house carpenters, caulkers and blacksmiths, and built
small ships. 67

Foscue House, Pollocksville, North Carolina
66
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The Swiss and German artisans and cabinetmakers influenced
the design and construction of houses and furniture not only on the
plantations themselves but also in the city of New Bern and throughout the region. There was constant social and business intercourse
between the plantations and the city. In some cases plantation houses
in the country were copied after New Bern townhouses; for example,
Foscue House in Jones County was copied after the Smallwood Ward
House, and both its exterior and interior are of the finest finish and
quality.
In other cases, wealthy planters preferred to purchase an additional mansion in the city for the convenience of their business transactions. Being so close to the various shops, the port and the trade
ships visiting New Bern, the latter planters were obviously able to
decorate both their townhouses and their country houses with exceptional taste and elegance. During visits to town, their artisans were
also in a position to observe and to imitate the latest artisanal innovations in the various workshop of New Bern, or to learn skills from the
famous furniture workshops gf ·nearby Edenton. An example of one
such plantation mansion which greatly benefited from its proximity
to New Bern is Bellair, owned by the planter Wilson Blount; many
experts have noted the many similarities between the fine techniques
of construction, wood paneling and decoration at Bellair and those
employed at the nearby Tryon Palace. 68 Indeed, Bellair is one of the
finest Georgian country mansions in America.
Not all the Swiss and German contributions to architecture, cabinetmaking and woodworking in the Carolinas originated in the New
Bern area itself. Some of the fine furniture sold in North Carolina
emanated from the Swiss Mennonite workshops in Pennsylvania and
Virginia. For example, Johannes Spitler (1774-1837) of Shenandoah
County, Virginia, was a Mennonite from the community settled circa
1733 by fifty-one Swiss and German pioneers from Lancaster County,
68
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Pennsylvania. Spitler is famous for his softwood blanket chests and tall
case clocks decorated boldly in white, red and black design on a blue
ground. He regularly sold such fine pieces of furniture to the Mor~vian
communities in North Carolina.
,
Contrary to long-held misinterpretations, furniture production 1n the
colonial and post-colonial South is not solely the product of a hon:iogenous plantation culture of English planters and African slaves so often depicted in American lore. Writers on early American material life, mostly
northern in origin, have given the sense almost that Southern society was
artistically two dimensional. However, the balance is being vigorously
redressed. The South is being rediscovered, reanalyzed and portrayed as
having had a rich material life, based nearly as much on locally created
goods and furniture as on those imported from abroad.
When colonists from Europe settled the Tidewater sections of Virginia and North Carolina, they found abundant hardwoods, favoring oak
and walnut for furniture. Southern cabinetmakers began to construct
case furniture of dovetailed boards in the urban seaports during the
1720s. By that time, English, Scottish and Irish craftsmen were di;awn
to growing towns like Williamsburg and New Bern, where they worked
side by side with their Swiss and German colleagues.
I
Colonial furniture workshops in Virginia and North Carolina usually had English-trained master craftsmen who instructed and supervised
colonial apprentices using English copy books such as Thomas Chippendale's The Gentleman's and Cabinet-Maker's Directory (1754) and
pattern books by George Hepplewhite and Thomas Sheraton. Southern
artisans and furniture builders soon achkved high levels of stylistic and
technical ability leading to export sales to New England and Europe of
easy chairs, tea tables, desks and secretaries.
The influence and fame of the Baron de Graffenried have of course
been greatly magnified by the multitude of significant architectural contributions and innovations made over the centuries by the architects,
builders and artisans of the famous city he founded. In his 1941 article
on the architecture of New Bern, Charles Francis Hannigan wro~e, "I
doubt whether the expert or the amateur alike will find more and. finer
expressions of colonial architecture than are so happily presented in this
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Facade ofTryon's Palace

ancient and well preserved seat of England's rule in North America." 69
The growing interest in and appreciation for architecture and the
fine decorative arts in the New Bern area during the eighteenth century
culminated in the construction of Tryon's Palace, built between 1767
and 1770 by Royal Governor William Tryon (17 65-1771). The palace
was the work of the English architect, John Hawks, who is believed
to have been the first professional architect to practice his vocation in
America. 70 The new governor and his architect created an "elegant and
noble structure" in "pure English taste." Considered by some to "excel
for Magnificence and architecture any edifice on the continent," the palace interjected a higher level of ambition and sophistication into North
Carolina's architecture. 71
In his drawings for Tryon's Palace, John Hawks was greatly inspired by the sixteenth century Italian architect, Andrea Palladio. In The
69
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Royal Council Chamber, Tryon 's Palace
Four Books of Architecture (1570) Palladio laid out standards for building design based upon his observations of Roman Classical structures,
providing absolute rules and formulas for using classical orders and
illustrating them with his own excellent drawings. This book was ~normously well received throughout Europe and reached England by way
of Inigo Jones (1573-1652) on his return from Italy in 1614, though it
was not translated into English until 1716. During the interval, Palladian principles gradually infiltrated the English architectural profession;
eventually villas designed in Europe two centuries earlier for Venetians
traders and Roman dignitaries had been scaled down and adapted to the
stratified plantation society of the Tidewater colonies.
.
A Book of Architecture, by the talented architect James Gibbs, was
published in England in 1728 and brought a scaled-down Palladian sensibility to Tidewater builders and their prosperous clients. Along with
typical Wren house illustrations, Gibbs included drawings of modest
Palladian-influenced country villas that featured the prominent central
mass and symmetrical dependencies connected by curved or str.aight
hyphens. Gibb's handsome drawings represented buildings in three dimensions with a sensitive use of shadow and line.
Gibbs' manageable Palladian villa form was well suited for large
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Stanly House

plantations, which were often located on commanding sites and accompani~d by prominent outbuildings. The Tidewater "villa," reaching out
with ,its hyphens and dependencies to enclose a grassy forecourt, created
an impressive axial entry. Mount Airy (c. 1758) in Richmond County,
Virginia, is a famous example, taken largely from Gibbs' book, as is
George Washington's Mount Vernon in its final form. Tryon 's Palace is
an exceptional example .72
The influence of the newly constructed Palace was profound and
immense. Never before on the North American continent had there been
seen a building of such architectural and geometrical symmetry and
complexity. Its fame quickly circled the globe and quickly attracted vis72

Documentary evidence proves that Tryon Palace is based on Plate 10 of Morris's Select Architecture, 1757, an English architectural guide often followed in America. Another well documented source for the construction of Tryon Palace was Volume
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itors and admirers. In the immediate vicinity of New Bern, the monumental project generated an efflorescence of sophisticated late Georgian
architecture. The presence in New Bern of seven outstanding late Georgian-style residences that contain woodwork reflecting a distinctive
Delaware River Valley stylistic influence, and the sudden appearance in
the town in the early 1770s of a school of sophisticated academic Georgian interior woodwork of a decidedlyPhiladelphia character tend to

Parlor of the Stanly House

suggest that at least one of the Palace carpenters who had been imported
from Philadelphia-a skilled joiner-remained in order to assist i,n the
construction of these later homes. 73
At the national level, the construction of the famed and innovative
Tryon's Palace turned the attention of American architects to Italia!). and
Roman architectural and decorative designs. American architect~ began to consult the books on architecture written by Palladio and by his
mentor, Vetruvius, the architect of the Roman Emperor Augustus,. For
example, the influence ofTryon's Palace upon Monticello, completed in
1809, is well documented and established.74
·
The cultural and artistic significance of the Swiss and German col73

Sandbeck, The Historical Architecture of New Bern, 24.
It is well known that Thomas Jefferson based his concept of the alcove bed
at Monticello upon similar beds at Tryon Palace. In addition, given his strong interests in the ideas of Palladio, Jefferson would obviously have been interested in Tryon
Palace, one of the finest example of neo-Palladian architecture in America.
74

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020

55

Swiss American Historical Society Review, Vol. 46 [2020], No. 2, Art. 5

The Tercentenary of New Bern

91

onization of eastern
North Carolina is
perhaps most clearly
seen in the architectural evolution of
New Bern and its
environs. The city's
architectural history
can be chronologically divided as follows:
1750-1790,
Greek Revival Mansion , East Front Street, New the Georgian Period;
Bern ·
1790-1840, the Federal Period or neoClassical Period; 1840-1862, thy Greek Revival Period; 1862-1900, the
Victorian Period; 1900-1920, the Classical Revival Period; 1920-1960,
the Colonial Revival Period; 1960 to the Present, the Modernist Period,
with ~ontinuing emphasis upon Classical Revival and Colonial Revival
styles. 75 Noteworthy is the fact that Swiss and German American homeowners, builders and artisans were deeply involved in the developm<mt and proliferation of the styles of three of these architectural
periods.
The aforementioned Palatine John Martin Franck house on Tuckahoe Creek in western Jones County, for instance, represents a major
turning point in the history of the architecture and the interior decoration of the American South. The inventory of Mr. Franck's possessions
at the time of his demise in 1744 indicates a concern for the collection
of fine china and silverware and a preoccupation with the construction
of a fine dining room furnished with a well carved table and well carved
chairs. Prior to this date the rural homes of the South had been simple
structures, with only the most basic domestic furniture and utensils. For
example, at the time of the Regulators' movement in the 1760s, many
of the Regulators in backcountry North Carolina boasted that they lived
in cabins with no plank floors.
·Constructions of simple, short-lived frame and log materials suited
North Carolina conditions during the first half of the eighteenth century,
75

Bishir, A Guide to the Historic Architecture of Eastern North Carolina, 17-

66.
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when skilled labor was still scarce. By the middle of the eighteenth century, however, some members of the emerging upper class of merchants
and planters invested in more substantial, elaborate and costly buildings.
Regarding good building as a sign of order and prosperity, they employed
carpenters, bricklayers and joiners to erect well-crafted buildings that
were dramatic improvements over their predecessors.76 Although Tryon's
Palace is definitely the most magnificent example of this second generation of urban Georgian residences, it is by no means the first. Between
the innovations of John Martin Franck's dining room on Tuckahoe Creek
in 1744 and the completion of Tryon's Palace in December, 1770 stands

Palmer-Tinsdale House, 520 New Street, New Bern, North Carolina
/

the important Palmer-Tinsdale House at 520 New Street in New Bern.
Completed in 1767, three years before the Palace, it is one of the earliest
examples of a fine Georgian frame house in North Carolina.
The construction of the Palmer-Tinsdale House ushered in a period
of intensive urban construction in the Georgian manner. Research has
revealed the names of at least forty house-carpenters and joiners who
were active in the town and surrounding Craven County between the
76

Ibid. 18-19.
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740s and the 1790s.77 Among these professionals are several Swiss
tnd German names, to wit, the carpenter apprentice James Miller; the
:abinetmaker John Miller; the carpenter William Miller; the carpenter
tpprentice Jim Moor. 78
A far larger number of structures survive from New Bern's period
of Federal, or Adamesque, stylistic influence, extending from the 1790s
until as late as the 1840s. More than fifty houses remain from this period , along with a few commercial structures and several of the State's
finest churches and public buildings. The Federal period building boom

Isaac Taylor House, 228 Craven Street, New Bern

supported a large group of skilled house-carpenters, joiners and bricklayers, many of whom were trained locally as apprentices.79
Among the most famous of these was Joshua Mitchell, a master
bricklayer and a direct descendant of Louis Michel, the colleague of the
Baron de Graffenried. As a leading mason he doubtless built some of
the principal brick buildings of ca. 1790-1810, such as the Isaac Tay77

Sandbeck, The Historical Architecture of New Bern , 11.
The names of these artisans was provided by the: "Museum of Early Southern
Decor,ative Arts Research Files ," Winston-Salem, North Carolina.
79
Sandbeck, Introduction: The Historical Architecture of New Bern, xiv.
78
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lor House and the Harvey Mansion. Records of his work have been
found for only a few later buildings. In 1818 he laid the brick floors of
a smokehouse and wine cellar at the John R. Donnell House. In 1832
Mitchell was one of the committee chosen to inspect repairs on Christ
Episcopal Church.80
The crowning achievement of the Swiss American community in
the field of architecture in the American South was Greenwood's Vale,
the plantation home of Amos L. Simmons, Sr. and wife Leah S. Koonce.
Located on the original land along the Trent in Jones County where his
great-grandfather, the Bernese John Simon (1694-1742), settled soon
after arriving in America, the house was built by his father, Needham
(1772-1822), in the opening decades of the nineteenth century.
Greenwood's Vale is an extremely architecturally significant
structure in that it represents one of the earliest known examples of the
Greek Revival style in America. Its majestic five bay portico with its
six tall imposing Doric columns, its wide double piazza, and the fine
Roman balustrade encasing the second floor piazza, was unique at the
time of the house's construction, and this style of residential building
was virtually unknown in the region at that time. In addition, th~ two
tall chimneys framing the house show the hand of exceptionally skilled
bricklayers, adding to its architectural significance.
Despite its remote location along the Trent in rural Jones County,
Greenwood's Vale greatly benefited from the abundance of artisanal
skills then available in the region. Many of the descendants of the Swiss
and Palatine families still residing in Jones County during that er~ had
for centuries practiced the skilled crafts: the Millers were experi~nced
smiths; the Francks were experienced potters; the Komegays were professional carpenters; the Islers were a family of masons and stonecutters.
Knowledgeable and competent artisans were available everywhere in the
vicinity. In addition, Amos Simmons' wife, Leah, was the descend~nt of
a long line of skilled carpenters. Her great- grandfather, the Palatine or80

Stephen Francks Miller, a descendant of the Palatines born seven miles' above
Trenton in Jones County, and who spent several years working as a clerk in New Bern ,
has provided us with many reliable eye witness reports concerning the majority of
the artisans working in early nineteenth century New Bern. According to Mr. Miller,
Joshua Mitchell was a master brick mason who "made many of the bricks and chimneys erected in the town." See: Stephen Francks Miller, Recollections of Newbern
Fifty Years Ago with an Appendix. Sarah M. Wooten , ed. (New Bern: Tryon Palace
Commission, 2002), 31.
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phan George Koonce, had learned the carpenter's trade in the workshop
of Jacob Miller at his plantation on the Neuse and had for many decades
maintained a carpentry workshop on his plantation on nearby Chinquapin
Creek, where, according to court documents, he continued as late as 1764
to train orphan apprentices. Thus, in the construction of their home at
Greenwood's Vale, Needham and his son Amos L. Simmons and Amos'
wife, Leah would have had access to the expert advice of a large number
of local Swiss, German and Anglo-American skilled craftsmen.
In addition, at the time of Greenwood's Vale's construction, nearby New Bern was experiencing a veritable Renaissance in the fields of
building, carpentry and the decorative arts. The chair makers and woodworkers Robert Hay (1754-1850), John S. Green, Zacheus Slade, John
Chadwick, and Elijah Clark were all then at the height of their careers,
and the two contemporary master builders of New Bern, Martin Stevenson and John Dewey (17 67-1830) were known far and wide for their
expertise and craftsmanship. At this time John Dewey took at least ten
apprentices to the carpenter's and joiner's trades, thus increasing New
Bern's deserved fame as the city of artisans par excellence.
Corroborating the likelihood of New Bernian influence upon the
construction and decoration of Greenwood's Vale is the fact that the
highway between New Bern and Trenton, once an Indian trail, had always been frequently traveled and used at the time of the British Empire
and after the Revolution as well. Therefore, social and business exchanges between New Bern and the plantations of Jones County were extensive, and goods and materials were regularly transported along this road.
The reader will recall, for example, that the Foscue Plantation House
near Pollocksville was copied after the Smallwood Ward house in New
Bern. The Simmons would easily have been able to furnish their home at
Greenwood's Vale with New Bemian and English sofas, settees, chairs
and tables of the finest upholstery, wood and workmanship.
Not only is Greenwood's Vale of architectural and aesthetic significance. Of equal importance is its sociological significance. The house
and grounds represent the paragon of "the Southern plantation," the nucleus~around which society in the rural antebellum South revolved. The
hosts and hostesses of Greenwood's Vale, Amos L. Simmons, his wife
Leah'. S. Koonce, his son Amos L. Simmons, Jr., and his daughter-inlaw, ~hristiana Caroline (Kitty) Foscue, were the epitome of southern
gentility, and their hospitality, graciousness, and distinguished deport1
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Entry Hall, the
Hermitage, Ho.me
of Andrew Jac~son

Facade of the Hermitage, Home of Andrew Jackson
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ment were renowned far and wide. Greenwood's Vale, with its spacious
roortis, elegant furniture and its wide balconies and verandas opening
out Upon well manicured lawns and gardens, was superbly designed for
the amily's numerous luncheons, dinners and receptions. Guests always, felt sincerely welcome there, and departure was always a moment
of sweet sorrow accompanied by the hope of a swift return. Under these
circumstances, the reader will not be surprised to learn that, on the eve
of the Civil War in 1861, Jones County was considered to be one of the
richest and most culturally advanced counties in America.
Thus, the influence of Greenwood's Vale was immense. Its then
novel style of Greek Revival architecture became well known in architectural circles and was quick& imitated throughout the South. Noteworthy examples include the Hermitage, the home of President Andrew
Jackson near Nashville, which, with its five bay portico supported by six
tall fluted Corinthian columns, is extremely reminiscent of the portico
at Greenwood's Vale; Dunleith mansion in Natchez, Mississippi, where
the Greek Revival portico and Doric columns completely encircle the
house; and the present day Governor's mansion in Austin, Texas, whose
five bay fa~ade and portico adorned with six fluted Ionic columns, two

The Governor's Mansion, Austin, Texas
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol46/iss2/5

62

Page: The Tercentenary of New Bern
98

June 2010 SAHS Review

The Biltmore House, Asheville, North Carolina
story double piazza and intricately wrought balustrades, are executed
in a manner which demonstrates familiarity with the techniques e<;1rlier
employed at Greenwood's Vale.
Of special interest are the striking, even uncanny similarities between Greenwood's Vale and Poplar Grove, one of North Carolina's
most beautiful plantation houses, just past the New Hanover County
line north of Wilmington. Although smaller, the Doric columns anµ entablature of the portico at Poplar Grove are practically identical to the
portico and entablature at Greenwood's Vale. The assertion that the fa~ade of the 1850s Poplar Grove could have been copied after the fa~ade
at Greenwood's Vale is much corroborated by the fact that the owner of
Polar Grove, Joseph N. Foy, was a rela9,ve of Caroline Foy, the mother
of the second mistress of Greenwood'sVale, Christiana Caroline Foscue
Simmons. Under the circumstances, it is highly probably that planter
Joseph N. Foy had visited Greenwood's Vale, and, like so many others,
had been impressed.
It would be impossible to leave any discussion of the influences
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upon the architectural development of North Carolina without making
mention of the Biltmore House. This castle near Asheville, North Carolina,: the home of George Washington Vanderbilt, completed in 1895
and copied after the Chateau of Blois, is the supreme expression of
the skills of the architect and the interior decorator, and is one of the
world's best examples of neo-Renaissance architecture, masonry and
fine wood craftsmanship.
·All of North Carolina lies between these two superb and perfect
examples of residential architecture, Tryon's Palace to the east and the
Biltmore House to the west, and architects and draftsmen in the State
regularly contemplate and consult these two examples as sources of inspiration for their own professional projects. Thus the reader perceives
that , ,since the early days when de Graffenried's first colonists cut the
first timber and built the first houses in pioneer New Bern, in the minds
of North Carolinians, New Bern has always represented the ultimate
paragon of artisanal and architectural perfection, by which all other artisanal and architectural projects are judged.
Today the interiors and exteriors of thousands of fine homes across
the Carolinas still pay tacit tribute to the numerous architectural innova-

The Neo-Georgian Hervey Evan's Mansion, 400 West Church Street,
Laur_inburg, North Carolina.
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tions and embellishments first introduced in eighteenth and nineteenth
century New Bern. In formal living rooms the styles of predilection,
reflecting the State's English heritage, are: Queen Anne, Chippendale,
Sheraton and Hepplewhite. Many Carolinian households maintain catalogues to assist them in the proper matching of periods and styles. The
walls of formal rooms are commonly adorned with reproductions of
Renoir, Monet, Cezanne, Rembrandt, Turner and Gainsborough. ·Fine
Steinway pianos and fine English, French, Swiss and German glassware
and vases grace the principal living room. In the dining room the china
cabinet is full of fine English bone china and exquisitely cut Irish Waterford crystal. Doors, porticoes, windows, arches and niches are still
often done in the Palladian manner. Attesting to Carolinians' continuing
interest in interior decoration and fine furniture are the numerous new
antique shops of Georgetown, South Carolina. Located on the waterfront in the Historic District of Georgetown these shops specialize in
exquisite masterpieces of English, French, German, Swiss and Italian
furniture.
CONCLUSION

Over the centuries New Bern has greatly influenced the social and
cultural development of the United States. From its birth in 1710 the
city has always been perceived as a model of municipal planning, organization, coordination and progress. During the first eighteen months of
its existence, it was widely observed that its Swiss and German citizens
had made more progress during that brief period than the English had
made elsewhere in several years. This observation remains true today,
and, attracting both domestic and foreign industries and corporatjons,
New Bern continues to progress in the twenty-first century at a rapid
rate.
The history of New Bern also reflects, in microcosm, the colonial
history of the United States. Although over time the city and Craven
County have steadily progressed and are today one of the most socially
and culturally important regions in America, the area's history involves
two of the most serious ethical issues in American history: the a~use
of the American Indian by the early English colonists and the abuse of
the American colonists by the British government before the American
Revolution.
I
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'The ill treatment of the Tuscarora by the early English plantation
owners of North Carolina in the seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries is a notorious chapter in American history. Some of these greedy
Englishmen continually kidnapped and enslaved the children of the
Tuscarora and so exasperated the Indians and so disrupted their way of
life that they finally resolved in September, 1711 to drive all Europeans
from their homeland. The reader should note that, with the exception of
the efforts of the Quaker missionary George Fox to preach to the Tuscarora in 1672 and the efforts of the Baron de Graffenried to negotiate
with them in October, 1711 , the English authorities never recognized
the legitimacy of the Tuscarora's claim to the lands of their own country and their own ancestors , nor did the British government every make
any effort to assimilate the Tuscarora culture into the colony of North
Carolina. Therefore, after their defeat at the Battle of Neoheroka in
March , 1713, most of the Tuscarora departed North Carolina, never to
return.
Sixty years later, the English royal governor, William Tryon, likewise demonstrated incredible indifference and insensitivity to the rights
and needs of the citizens of North Carolina during his administration of
the colony from his palace at New Bern (1765-1771). While the people
of North Carolina today remember Governor Tryon's generally competent administration, greatly admire his construction of Tryon Palace-a
source of pride for the State-and are raised to respect his enlightened
attitude toward religious dissenters, we cannot forget that his reckless
decision to dissolve the vitally necessary Assembly of November, 1769,
his refusal to listen at that time to the justified complaints of the Regulators, and his inability to respond to the agony of his people, plummeted
the Province into turmoil, chaos and poverty, which eventually led to
the outbreak of the American Revolution.
In this regard, the activities of the Baron de Graffenried in his
/
colo.o.y at New Bern are most instructive. Unlike his English predecessors,'upon his arrival in North Carolina in September, 1710, the Baron
immediately recognized the abuses to which the Tuscarora were being
subj~cted and sought to resolve this problem with all possible speed. In
an efiort to show his respect for the dignity of the Tuscarora and their
cultu: e, he organized at New Bern a special ceremony to commemorate
the s le of their land on this site. Unfortunately, during the ceremony,
his d 'unken colleague, Louis Michel, assaulted the Tuscarora King Tom
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol46/iss2/5
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Taylor, leading to a serious rift between the Tuscarora and the New Bern
Swiss and Palatine colonists. This violent abuse and humiliation of King
Taylor was clearly beyond Graffenried's control, and he always sought
to make amends for any misconduct on the part of his colonists . The
Tuscarora recognized the humanity, fairness and understanding of the
Baron de Graffenried, and it is for this reason that the Indians respected
him and treated him with deference and civility during his captivity
among them in September-October, 1711. Thus, the Baron de Graffenried represents an important example of justice, cultural sensitivity and
enlightenment in an age where the English authorities in America refused to recognize the legitimacy of other cultures and turned a deaf ear
to the supplications of the abused and the oppressed. He is still today
presented to the school children of North Carolina as a just and humane
leader whose conduct should be emulated.
The reader has also seen that the Swiss and Palatine colonists of
the de Graffenried colony were expert artisans and craftsmen who have
left a legacy of artisanal expertise in modern day North Carolina. Over
the centuries their workshops on their plantations throughout Craven
and Jones Counties trained thousands of apprentices, who subsequ~ntly
crafted furniture of the finest workmanship and built homes of the greatest beauty. These craftsmen's consistently superb work has made the
name of New Bern and North Carolina synonymous with the manufacture of fine furniture and artisanal and architectural perfection.
Unfortunately, three violent historical events-the Tuscarora War,
the American Revolution and the Civil War-destroyed many of these
Swiss and German artisans' achievements . In September, 1711 the Tuscarora burned most of the Swiss and German homes in New Bern and
its environs. In August, 1781, during his march on and retreat from
New Bern, British Major James Craig ordered to be burned sevecal of
the English, Swiss and German American plantation homes along the
Neuse and the Trent. During the Civil War (1861-1865), Jones County
was for three years a constant battleground between the Confederates
at Kinston and the Union forces stationed at occupied New Bern. Jones
County, then one of the richest counties in America, was at that time
much ravaged, and was reduced from a state of opulent wealth to a
state of abject poverty. Simultaneously, many of the beautiful Swiss
and German American plantation houses were burned and pillaged , and
many of the works of art and fine pieces of furniture which the Swiss
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and German artisans of Jones County had crafted or purchased since
the time of the original settlement at New Bern were lost, stolen or
destroyed. According to a Confederate soldier who visited Pollocksville ; the Yankees had destroyed most of the houses of the town and surrounding countryside, broken the furniture they could not burn, killed
the livestock, and left graffiti, "generally of a mean character," on the
remains of the buildings. 81
And yet, despite the ravages of war and these inestimable cultural
losses, the modern visitor to Craven, Jones and Onslow Counties can
still see, in the few surviving plantation houses, strong evidence of the
superb Swiss and German craftsmanship of that bygone age. In this regard, the architectural historian immediately thinks of Bellair, the Foscue ~ouse and Poplar Grove.
Finally, the concern of the Baron de Graffenried and his colleagues
for education has born much fruit over the ages. The New Bern Academy,.founded in 1764 and incorporated in 1766, was the first school
established in North Carolina by legislative authority. Today North
Carolina has some of the world's best colleges and universities, renowned for the academic excellence of both their students and faculty.
At the University of North Carolina, for example, Professor Howard
Odum and the Department of Sociology became national leaders in the
study of southern society; Professor Francis Venable and his student
John Motley Morehead discovered acetylene gas, a valuable source of
heat and light, which led to the development of the Union Carbide Corporation; and most recently Dr. Oliver Smithies, Excellence Professor
of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine, was a co-recipient of the 2007
Nobel Prize in Physiology of Medicine. 82 Davidson College near Charlotte and Duke University in Durham are both world leaders in medical
and scientific research and today maintain research laboratories deeply
involved in experimentation and scholarship. Some of this research has
led to the discovery of cures for previously incurable diseases. North
Carolina's writers are of equal renown, and the novels of Thomas Wolfe
and the short stories of 0. Henry have delighted generations of Americans.
In conclusion, although the original town of New Bern laid out
81

Watson, A History of New Bern and Craven County, 391.
This information was generously provided by the Office of the Chancellor of
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Dr. Holden Thorp.
82
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by the Baron de Graffenried in 1710 has long vanished, the concepts
represented by that original colony-careful municipal planning, well
organized and well coordinated government, the demanding academic
and spiritual education of the young, a tradition of artisanal and architectural excellence, a just and equitable judicial system, and the meticulous and conscientious dedication to one's profession-will never be
extinguished from our minds.
Bryan College
Dayton, Tennessee
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